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‘| feel that | finally own my life”

Hello!! | am Somia from Afghanistan. | am married and | have two children. | have

been in Greece for two years now.

Before | came to the Refugee Center in Skaramagas, | have been in Chios island for
six months and the situation was very bad there. Although | have been there only for
six months, | felt like | had lived in that horrible place for six years. They did not help
us and | felt like | was in prison.The police was always beside us but they did not let

us do anything. Moreover, they did not let other people help us. We had no help from
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anyone. It was very bad there, there were Afghans and Syrians in the same place.
After six months, they let us come to Athens, however, they did not give us our

documents from the beginning.

In Chios, where we stayed, there were many families. Most of us wanted to leave for
Athens, but they did not let anyone leave. They only allowed a woman to leave for
Athens because she was pregnant and her husband was in another country. We
were very afraid and we were scared as they were telling us that they would take us
back. If we returned to Turkey, the situation would be bad and even worse in

Afghanistan.

As far as Afghanistan is concerned, for the young girls, school was a safe place, but
as they were growing up, the situations were becoming more dangerous. There were
many horrible cases that bad men exploited the girls. In Afghanistan, girls and

women were not important entities, only boys were important people for society.

While we were at school, everything was great. However, when we finished school
and we had to leave, it was very dangerous. My father came to pick me up from
school and we went back home. | went to school up to the first year of high school.
Then, | got married and | had to leave school, but | was working at home as a

teacher. | gave lessons to young children.

Regarding the refugee center, | do not like the existing situation. Many new people
have come lately and the new families are not that good. Many boys have come now
and they are dangerous. Sometimes, we are afraid of letting our children play
outside. Also, they speak rudely and we do not want our children to hear them speak
this way. Only in the refugee center the situation is somewhat difficult, but life in
Athens is very good. We can go out and go for a walk with our children, without

being in danger. In Afghanistan, we had to be in our homes from six o’clock in the



afternoon and do nothing. | think that if we stayed at a home in Athens, the situation

would be very different.

We recently gave an interview at the asylum center, but all they told us was to go
back there in 2019. Despite all these situations, we would like to stay in Greece. Life
in Greece is better than life in Afghanistan. Luckily, my children can go to school
here, can be educated and we can learn Greek and English. Greece is a safer place
than my country! In Greece, | have a new life and | feel that | finally own my life.

Now, as a woman, | can deal with everything all by myself.
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lela oag! Eipar n Z6pia ammdé 1o A@yavioTdv, gipal TTavipePevn Kal EXw duo TTaidid.

21nv EANGSa £xw duo xpovia.

Mpiv £pBw oTo Kévipo PiAogeviag oTo Zkapauaykd, (ouoa yia €€ uveg oTo vnoi
Xiog kal n kardotaon ekei ATav TTOAU aoxnun. Av Kal AUOUV eKei HOVO yia €E1 PR VEG,
éEviwBa oav va £¢noa €¢I xpdvia oe ekeivo To Aoxnuo PEPOG. Agv pag BonBoucay,
éviwBa oav va Bpiokopouv oTn QUAaKN. H aoTuvopia fTav Tavra Kovta pag, aAAd

dev pag agnvav va kavouue Titrota. Etriong, dev apnvav aAAoug avBpwTToug va uag



Bonbnoouv. Aev cixape kapia BorBeia ammd kavévav. ‘Htav TTOAU doxnua EKEi,
utripxav A@yavoi kai Zuplol 0To id10 PEPOG. MeTd atrd £€1 prveg pag denoav va

¢pBoupe ABrva, woTOoO0 dEV PAG £dwWoAV Ta Eyypapd Pag £¢ apXNS.

210 MEPOG TTOU BplokopacTav oTn Xio uTThpXav TTOAAEG olkoyEveleS. O TTEPIcTOTEPOI
B€éAaue va uyoupue yia ABriva, aAAa dev agnvav kavévav va Quyel. ETTETpewav poévo
O€ MIa yuvaika va @uyel yia ABrva, d16TI ATav £YKUOG Kal 0 AvTpag TNG NTAV 0 GAAN
xwpa. Eueig @opouactav TTOAU kal Tpopdlape KabBwg pag €leyav TTwg Ba uag
yupioouv Triow. Eav emoTtpépaue atnv Toupkia n katdotaon Ba rTav Kakr} Kal oTo

ApyavioTdv akoua XeIpoTePn.

Ooov agpopd 10 AgyavioTdy, yia Ta HIKP& KopiTola fTav KaAd 600 Trnyaivav axoAe€io,
aAAG OTaV peyAAwvaAV Ol KATAOTACEIG YIVOVTOUOQV TTIO ETTIKIVOUVEG. YTTHPXAV TTOAAEG
AOXNMUEG TTEPITITWOEIC TIOU KOKOI AVTPEG EKUETOAAEUOVTAV TA KOPITOIA. 2TO
A@yavioTav Ta KOPITOIA KAl Ol YUVAIKEG OEV NUACTAV ONUAVTIKEG OVTOTNTEG, NOVO T

ayopla ATav onUavTikoi GvepwTTol yia TNV KoIvwvid.

Ooo nuactav oto oxoAcio, 6Aa ATav utrépoxa. QoTd00, OTaV TEAEIWVE TO OXOAEIO Kal
ETTPETTE VA QUYOUHE ATAV TTOAU £TTIKiVOUVA. EpxOTaV O TTATEPAG JOU VA JE TTAPEI ATTO
TO OYOAcio yia va tmaw oTriTl. [Ayaiva oxoAegio péxpl Tn TTPWTN Aukeiou. MeTq,
TTAVTPEUTNKA KAl OTAPATNOO TO OXOAEi0, AAAG gpyalOuUouUV OTO OTTITI oav OAOKAAQ.

‘Ekava yadnuara o€ pikpd mTaidid.

2XETIKA ME TTPOCQUYIKO KEVTPO, OEV OU QPECEl N KATAOTAON TTOU £TTIKPATEL. ‘Exouv
€pBel TTOANG véa aToua TeAeuTaia Kal o1 VEEG OIKOYEVEIEG OEV €ival TOOO KAAES. Twpa
éxouv €pBel TTOAAG aydpia TTou gival emmkivOuvol. Kdtroleg @opéc goBouacTe va
agAoouue Ta TTaIdIG va Trai¢ouv €¢w. ETTiong pIAGve ue doxnueg AEEeEIG, TTou Oev
BéAoupe va akouve Ta TTaAIdIA pag. MOvo OTO TTPOCQUYIKO KEVTPO Eival KATTWG
OUoKOAN n katdoTtaorn, aAAd n Cwni otnv ABrva eival TTOAU KaAr). MTTopouue va

Byaivoupe kal va kavoupue BOATEC pe Ta TTAIdIA PAG XWPEIG va KIVOUVEUOUME. 2TO



ApyavioTav ETTpeTre aTTd TIG £€1 TO ATTOYEUUA VA UTTAIVOUUE JECO OTA OTTITIA PHAG KAl
VO PNV KAVOUUE TITTOTA. Oewpw TTwg Aua yEvaue o€ oTTiTi oTnv ABriva, n KkataoTaon

Ba ATav TTOAU dIAQOPETIKI).

Mpdéo@ata dWoAaPE PIa OUVEVTEUEN OTO KEVTPO aoUAoU, aAAdG To pdvo TTou Pag eitrav
ATav va ¢avatrape 1o 2019. MNMap’ OAeg auTEG TIG KATAOTACEIG, Ba BEAAUE va KATOOUWE
otnv EANGSa. H Cwr) otnv EAANGDa €ival KaAUTepn attd 1o AQyavioTav. EuTUXWG 0w
Ta TTAIBIG Pou PTTOPOUV va TTAve OTO OXOAEIO, va pop@wBoUV Kal eueig va pdboupe
EAANVIKA Kal ayyAikd. H EAAGOa €ival 1o ac@aAng atmd Tn xwpea pou! 21nv EAAGSa
EXW MIa Kavoupla Cwry, £xw TN (wn Jou oTa Xépla pou. MT1Topw TTAE0V, oav yuvaika,

VO QVTIUETWTTIOW TA TTAVTA POV JOU.
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