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European Commission - Press release
Commission reports on progress made under the European Agenda on
Migration

Brussels, 8 December 2016

The Commission is today reporting on progress made in the implementation
of the EU-Turkey Statement and on the EU's relocation and resettlement
schemes.

The Commission also adopted a fourth Recommendation today that takes
stock of the progress achieved by Greece to put in place a fully functioning
asylum system and sets out a process for the gradual resumption of Dublin
transfers to Greece.

European Commission First Vice-President Frans Timmermans said: "Our
comprehensive European approach on migration is showing positive results.
We can see this in the continued implementation of the EU-Turkey
Statement and the dramatic decrease in the number of irregular migrants
arriving in Greece. We also see it in the progress made by the Greek
authorities in rectifying deficiencies in the country's asylum system, which
has allowed us to recommend the gradual resumption of Dublin transfers to
Greece as of 15 March 2017. This will provide further disincentives against
irregular entry and secondary movements, and is an important step for the
return to a normally functionally Dublin and Schengen system."
Commissioner for Migration, Home Affairs and Citizenship, Dimitris
Avramopoulos said: "Both Italy and Greece have made herculean efforts in
recent months in managing the refugee crisis. The fact that today we close
the infringement cases on the fingerprinting and registration of migrants is
proof of that. This November was a record month for relocation with over
1,400 persons transferred, and Member States must build on this progress
by further intensifying and sustaining their efforts. Our aim is to relocate all
those in Italy and Greece who are eligible for relocation within the next year.
These efforts, together with a lasting reduction in arrivals from Turkey thanks
to the EU-Turkey Statement, are necessary building blocks for a gradual
return to the Dublin system for Greece."

Steady progress made in the implementation of the EU-Turkey Statement
The implementation of the EU-Turkey Statement has confirmed the trend of
a steady delivery of results, albeit in the face of many challenges. Numbers
of irregular crossings of the Aegean during the reporting period remained
dramatically lower than before the EU-Turkey Statement. Since March,
arrivals have averaged 90 per day, compared to 10,000 in a single day in
October last year. Return operations have continued to be carried out with
an additional 170 persons returned since the Third Report, bringing the total
number of persons returned under the Statement or the Greece-Turkey
bilateral readmission protocol to 1,187. However, important shortfalls remain,
notably as regards the still too slow pace of returns from Greece to Turkey
which has led to additional pressure on the Greek islands. The situation
deserves not only careful monitoring but, more importantly, additional efforts
to help improve the situation on the Greek islands. It is therefore essential
that sufficient resources are provided to ensure the effective processing of
asylum applications and that Member States respond in full to calls from the
European Asylum Support Office. To ensure full implementation of EU
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Action Plan elaborated with the Greek authorities.

As regards the implementation of the Visa Liberalisation Roadmap, seven
benchmarks remain to be met by Turkey. The Commission encourages
Turkey's efforts to complete the delivery of all outstanding benchmarks as
soon as possible. The Commission and Turkey have continued their
dialogue to find solutions, including on the legislative and procedural
changes needed to meet the outstanding benchmarks.

The Commission has continued to accelerate the delivery of funding under
the Facility for Refugees in Turkey, having already allocated a total of €2.2
billion out of the €3 billion foreseen for 2016-2017 to address the most
urgent needs of refugees and host communities in Turkey. The amounts
contracted have increased to €1.3 billion. The Commission is making all
necessary efforts to ensure an acceleration of disbursements under the
Facility, the sum of which has now reached €677 million.

Dublin transfers to Greece to be gradually resumed

Today, the Commission adopted its Fourth Recommendation on the
resumption of Dublin transfers to Greece as a step towards a normal
functioning of the rules of the Dublin system. The Commission finds that
Greece has made significant progress in putting in place the essential
institutional and legal structures for a properly functioning asylum system.
However, the resumption has to take account of the fact that Greece is still
facing high migratory pressure and that deficiencies in the Greek asylum
system remain, in particular as regards reception conditions, the treatment of
vulnerable applicants and the speed with which asylum applications are
registered, lodged and examined.

The Commission therefore recommends that transfers to Greece should be
resumed gradually, on the basis of individual assurances from the Greek
authorities for each returnee, guaranteeing they will be received in dignity. In
order to avoid that an unsustainable burden is placed on Greece, the
resumption of transfers will not be applied retroactively and will only concern
asylum applicants who have entered Greece irregularly from 15 March 2017
onwards or for whom Greece is responsible from 15 March 2017 under other
Dublin criteria. To support the efforts of Greece, the Commission calls on all
Member States to fully comply with their relocation obligations and to ensure
sufficient deployment of asylum experts to Greece.

Applicants should only be transferred if the Greek authorities give individual
assurances in each case that the applicant will be treated in accordance with
EU law. Vulnerable asylum applicants, including unaccompanied minors,
should not be transferred to Greece for the time being. An EASO team of
experts from Member States should be set up to support the cooperation
between Member States and to report on whether the persons transferred
back to Greece are treated in accordance with the assurances provided by
the Greek authorities. The Commission will regularly report on the progress
made in the implementation of the Recommendation and update its
recommendations if necessary.

Progress on relocation and resettlement

November saw 1,406 relocations, the highest monthly number so far,
confirming a continuous positive trend, with relocation from Greece
stabilising around 1,000 per month and relocation from Italy having
increased significantly. In total, 8,162 persons have been relocated so far,
6,212 from Greece and 1,950 from lItaly.

The Commission considers that it should now be feasible to transfer all
eligible relocation applicants in Greece and Italy to other Member States by
September 2017. To achieve this goal, Member States should from now on
carry out at least 2,000 relocations per month from Greece and 1,000 from
Italy. As of April 2017, the monthly number of relocations from Greece
should be at least 3,000 and from Italy 1,500.

The Commission has continued to work closely with the Greek and Italian
authorities as well as Member States to remove obstacles to speedier
relocation on the ground. Today, the Commission decided to close
infringement procedures against Italy and Greece for non-implementation of
the Eurodac regulation because in both Member States, there is now a
fingerprinting rate of close to 100% of third-country nationals liable to be
fingerprinted who entered the EU irregularly at their external borders.
Member States have also continued to increase their efforts on resettlement
— offering legal and safe pathways to 13,887 people so far out of the 22,504
agreed under the July 2015 scheme. Since the previous report a record
monthly number of 2,035 people have been resettled mainly from Turkey,
Jordan and Lebanon. An additional 544 Syrian refugees have been resettled
from Turkey, bringing the total number of resettlements from Turkey under
the EU-Turkey Statement to 2,761.
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https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Ffind-friends%2Fbrowser%2F%3Fref%3Dpsa&h=ATME-JdG8iF2ShqQEfndbUfkTKXNSNlF8KtiFb4cCngn5-BXB3oP3qNZF0SyxxqIyzmIM-5vp-RGurASjEncTEBG7ClBvfaZBAokOwMW_6pe-n0ssFsvYFsTdd1Cy8C-2DnirLd5SaeF&enc=AZMU6oJbx7akbJyyy4Mq50TwQ03piDPbuA8osC4PC93svsuyNZhF9GZTLtfTAy7aPNVR0fmpdPBc9oCIfGt7EihBeXdxqnpa8o6V383KPLFqrG0PvDjRUE2Pcw4cxv2mDS9bqLtP-FkXEKsAdw8x8qpT8oe8d3IjZZGCMd5HpyQyxBg7W1_PjgNzo7BPqz4YjlCGUk9ICdpDa6T3ZQ2Yyw80QkV_3CIFx9nHLV9ggLHEORX8zOgkkLE6DsB7EoMa8oIkm4IPij6mskeR9ElgLrIQkuCbeX1FBQWK8bQ3W3Znd9KuN5fnEHHmMtF1hAcS3KeLZivESxdtjUbkF9JeJcNZy1wXUGC7HtVDd4FSz4qtDx4VEdtZeYpxYNQFGB7KqZ7behm2Z7IXsBqzmR4rigadahmUiOeYFqi6zmfA3lXvKKR3sI_ESAqEhnQHcCkxXeTQsSPmaCGLhhUbD4tgeSODxBvSf0jGhjd_T-_Tgsy7RBDjS0S7yQ29SsFaEsvXXpuCHF-AybLwEiBaujXvhBE5Bl5vlU_bTUuh8VW84rr-NHA0GDTpH0RrMU6pvhqrlceWgC8z5hFmmVb2snEeQXwMNATzy-t_xv-jZqklfhb_rZRodeDPTEumTgfKknDpcM84WzqirIlfLzbhXJbbHtRJ7xo_dDAgqYHfMzUpw1cOguMkuwP004nXlbdOXVJiCdJmkyH57QXw2G-9DkfvhzwzHsz7Zm7vwcwioTO_gSvTmwQOJFT-6ECkmiosObTXmKyTDpyVHFiEOO12yyEZeQ5bk4b4DW9j_urKnccG0yLnrPu51lMtgoajAKPbWEgPMI0jabzQ19gEKuUdMXYNBB9XC0_ULHKjWpmz3YGZ3Pm_MbFUYfn3VXL7HukgLZuHO88AHa1pgCoH3dKWDV86DqrbNOwGkPxfyTX9a0qKakIGaIp6FDL3KL8bdRvZafeWGwB151yqZITJJGK6Bbui_i4U
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fthanasis.charalampidis.1%3Fref%3Dpymk%26fref%3Dpymk&h=ATMDKXjwVBUnW0PV1f7bx-_mivVB01UnOAGMHBCM9s_oZZYyimS0noeR7p9uEnmQISZxzD-OjHjYQEiS4e94W6cqHTS5gAxeVk_lZ4o5dh-UX058y5oRAtUljUKLSmReHkc87nhD60JZ&enc=AZPqRGCnhBR2ihlvpArZILuRRrXB_wB9jn-7MNZMuwhayVTq5Leh-yNu1m8Fts71aFhtrZ42_urDb9blrKot25FCmmPEu3DID0xe4hm8KaEncAETqhdtL7qAV91LIJmGoI1C08EQjgL99rzEWqeWjDyxVNw0FCCny5Hp-swqNxhRXnL1JvSl6D0oxCizOpSCmmTUzGkNC0WYOydK-GSjZ5OdYNlcZAlIwL0oVBeONHfZ22tO0rCFfQlZiiJeRDi-InprlG0gwFc5YKWrWl50tTmwX8r3V80yJ1-wSFR92Tm-xaJqAh9jkih13XouQDAJpRiaE47UtoHQNNUeMSllLXJZ9O0OqEfSMDKazivOT2pY5BpDnrID1lgO6ZwEcBqwM8xWMRRms5hFpEABv9L3QNBYYdOat8FUua2auVsPAjP648FInB4x-4d1d5vz9VY1BodtDECWi-dQ4Rm9pnFJX5EsNJr8NU7dr_DSStFNIzHB7nyQIq_TuOL1W50qtwCo17bBa2Aazv74IqFkZg2Qbj53nLKwQPX6bde2yW0c8i1_6fGrE2mJ4Fvgk-7X6SWdM-lKvrFiaiMItTDYyqHk5lypXH7EyCp5tftjhOZ7lLMrSTPTvxu62bXcBq_QCs99Ncv3uwVxnDQsq0V6a5jYB7VqAdoidgAZsoIvRiN7cDuFZjfu0drtRHetOK785NRQrNKHN0Rg03NSWEzDTG25B0-GU4DEiXdgLdHXB82Q2QBcvNlLGEFpB7oK9fWxCKYVjz0dHVHL1ZH2XfFWER-V_wjdpSCAN-epeqCaEnLesN4Pv54isWMmiH6zpq32volK3tTamG7G7n_57pp3p90XTYb490ZpzcGfQVYB4XQIr21yKs4AQiEdWUSy4FpNzC0luLwYZlOjuQEwsqm8WJyMA_LN4pk5iA36KVpK49eh4LacqxN0Sclob8r64AhJtqYl7pmVg40jYWhy3mJ4v97SRuUg
https://www.facebook.com/intl/save_locale/dialog/?loc=en_US&href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fgroups%2F514654685298655%2Fpermalink%2F1098450660252385%2F&ls_ref=www_card_selector
https://www.facebook.com/intl/save_locale/dialog/?loc=sq_AL&href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fgroups%2F514654685298655%2Fpermalink%2F1098450660252385%2F&ls_ref=www_card_selector
https://www.facebook.com/intl/save_locale/dialog/?loc=es_LA&href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fgroups%2F514654685298655%2Fpermalink%2F1098450660252385%2F&ls_ref=www_card_selector
https://www.facebook.com/intl/save_locale/dialog/?loc=pt_BR&href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fgroups%2F514654685298655%2Fpermalink%2F1098450660252385%2F&ls_ref=www_card_selector
https://www.facebook.com/help/568137493302217

14/7/2017 2YNYTIAP=H

2YNYTAP=H

Anpoéoia opdda

ZuvTtopeloelg

ZuvopiAia

https://www.facebook.com/groups/514654685298655/permalink/1098450660252385/ 3/3


https://www.facebook.com/groups/514654685298655/?ref=group_header

