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23/2: Two groups of travellers in distress
arrived to the north of Lesvos

@ InDistress VERIFIED

24.02.2019 /17:51 / Aegean Sea

‘Wateh The Med Alarm Phone Investigations — 23rd of February 2019
Case name: 2019_02_23-AEG488

Situation: Alarm Phone alerted to two groups of travellers in distress. Both groups
arrived on their own to the north of Lesvos.

Status of WI'M Investigation: Concluded

Place of Incident: Aegean Sea

Summary of the Case: On Saturday 23rd of February the Alarm Phone shift team was
alerted by two groups of travellers in distress in the Aegean Sea. Despite bad weather,
both boats managed to arrive safely on their own to the north of Lesvos, where a nine
year old girl had lost her life just a few days earlier.

At 3.20am we were alerted to a group of around 50 people, including 20 children with
the youngest of them being only two days old. The boat sent us their position, and at
4.02am we called the Greek coast guard and passed on the information we had. At
5.44am, after unsuccessfully having tried getting back in contact with the travellers, we
called the Greek coast guard again, and they informed us that they were still searching
for the boat but had not found anything so far. At 8am we spoke to the travellers again.
Communication was difficult, but it sounded like they were no longer at sea. Only at
9.40am did we get a confirmation from the travellers that they landed safely on Lesvos.

At 5.19am another boat close to the first position we had received called us for help. We
passed on the new information to the Greek coast guard. At 5.50am the travellers had
arrived to the north of Lesvos, and this was afterwards confirmed by the travelers. They
also told us that the authorities had arrived to where they were.

‘We learned afterwards that the two boats had carried together 112 people (65 children,
26 women, 21 men).
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15:04 Jun 03, 2020 / Aegean Sea Kms
02/06: 2 boats with ~85
people heading to

Lesvos, rescued by

c D after
being pushed back by Gred]
coast guard

15:22 Jun 23, 2020 / Aegean Sea Kms
22/06 Pushback of 35

travellers from North of

Lesvos

2 Dec 14, 2018 / Aegean Sea Kms
1 Alarm Phone alerted

to two boats, one arriving on
its own to Lesvos, the other
rescued by Turkish
ishermen.
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28/03: 40 traveler
distress north of L« L
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18/3: 42 people in distress
north of Lesvos, rescued to

Greece
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