HOME REPORTS HOW TO CONTRIBUTE SAFETY AT SEA

watch

THE MED

Attack on and push back of boat in distress
north of Lesvos

@ In Distress 3 Interception VERIFIED

07.10.2015 / 14:27 / Aegean Sea

‘Watch The Med Alarm Phone Investigations — 06th of October 2015

Case name: 2015_10_06-AEGQ1

Situation: Attack on and push back of boat in distress north of the Greek island of
Lesvos, rescued by Turkish authorities

Status of WTM Investigation: Concluded

Place of Incident: Aegean Sea

Summary of the Cases: On Tuesday the 6th of October 2015 the Alarm Phone
witnessed an attack on a boat in distress near the Greek island of Lesvos that was
subsequently pushed back into Turkish waters. Beyond that, we dealt with two
emergency situations, in which one boat was rescued by the Turkish coastguard and
one by the Greeks.

At 2.06pm a contact person sent us the coordinates and phone number of a boat in
distress north of Lesvos, with 40 people on board (case 1). At 2.19am we learned that
the boat had been attacked by another boat, probably of the Greek coastguard, which
had stolen its engine and had pushed the boat back into Turkish territorial waters. At
3.30pm we learned that Turkish authorities had rescued the travellers, but we also
received several videos and pictures documenting the push back. We tried to establish
contact to the travellers and we will forward the details of the case to the Greek ministry
to ask for further investigations and to human rights NGOs to follow-up the case.

At gam the Facebook group 'Safe Refugee on their way to Europe' informed us about a
boat in distress with 40 people on board, east of Lesvos (case 2). The group had already
alerted the Greek and Turkish coastguard. At 9.20am we received new coordinates and
learned, that the boat had begun to capsize. Although the Greek coastguard agreed to
start a rescue operation, at 10.13am we were informed that the Turkish authorities had
rescued the boat in distress.

In the afternoon, we received the phone number and coordinates of a boat in distress
north of Lesvos (case 3). Although our informant lost contact to the boat, we learned
later on that the Greek coastguard had rescued the boat.

Last update: 19:51 Oct 18, 2015
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Related Reports

17:30 Apr 19, 2019 / Aegean Kms
18/04: Boat carrying 19
f Key,

17:36 Apr 21, 2019 / Aegean Kms
4: Boat in distress

carrying 29 people (including

12 children) close to Korakas,

North of Lesvos

22:34 Nov 18, 2020 / Aegean Sea Kms

17/11: 25 people stranded on
Lesvos taken into quarantine

23:38 Mar 03, 2019 / Aegean Sea Kms
03/02: AEG 46 peaple

stranded on beach in Lesvos

— SAVED by Refugee Rescue

11:11 Jun 23, 2022 / Eastern Med Kms
22/06: 20 people brought to
Mytilene

f X

Smaller Map



