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Alarm Phone alerted to 21 distress cases and 2
attacks near the Greek islands of Lesvos, Kos,
Farmakonisi, Chios and Nisirios
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‘Watch The Med Alarm Phone Investigations — 8th of September 2015

Case name: 2015_09_08-AEG64

Situation: Alarm Phone alerted to 21 distress cases near several Greek islands
Status of WTM Investigations: Concluded

Place of Incidents: Aegean Sea

On Tuesday the 8th of September 2015, the Alarm Phone was alerted to 21 emergency
cases in the Aegean Sea — so far the highest number of distress situations ever
experienced in one day. In this report we will first summarise two cases where the
travellers we were in touch with were attacked. We will then provide a brief summary of
the remaining 19 cases.

Two vessels attacked by the Greek coastguard: At 1.34am, our shift team was alerted to
a distress situation by Syrian friends of the Alarm Phone. They passed on a phone
number and GPS coordinates of the vessel and informed us that there were 41 people
on board. Following their account, the travellers had been attacked and beaten by
masked men who also stole their engine. They asked us to inform the Greek coastguard
which we did. However, they said that the vessel was in Turkish waters and thus not
within the zone of their responsibility. In the meantime we tried several times to reach
the travellers directly, without success. The Turkish coastguard was very cooperative
when we notified them at 2.25am and confirmed that they would launch a search and
rescue operation. We finally reached the group directly at 2.28am and they confirmed
that they had made it to an island. At 7.51am, they told us that they thought the island
was in Greek territory. However, they were in fact on a small Turkish island. They
informed us at 9.44am that they were in the process of being rescued by the Turkish
coastguard. About two hours later, they were back on Turkish mainland and told us
how their vessel had been approached in the night by a small vessel with three people
wearing masks. Following their account, the men told them that they would bring them
to Greece. However, they dragged them back to Turkish waters instead. A violent
conflict escalated on board, leaving two travellers injured. The masked men, who are
said to have been Greek, took away their petrol and the engine and left them behind in
distress at sea.

The Alarm Phone experienced another situation of distress that had been caused by an
attack on a refugee vessel. At 8.55am we learned about a group of approximately 55
people, including 15 children, who were on a vessel in Turkish waters. They were on
their way to Lesvos/Greece when they were attacked and their engine was taken away.
‘We received a phone number and their GPS position by our contact person and were
asked to notify the Turkish coastguards. We could not get through to the travellers
themselves. We reached out to the Turkish authorities who confirmed that they would
start to search for the vessel. Our contact person was in direct contact with the group
and advised them to stay calm until the Turkish coastguard would arrive. At 10.08am,
their rescue was confirmed.

Summary of other 19 cases: At 1.51am, we were contacted by someone residing in
Germany who was in contaet with 14 travellers on board of a vessel in distress. He
passed on phone number and their GPS position. We reached the travellers who stated
that water had entered their vessel — they required help urgently. The Greek
coastguards agreed to search for the vessel and shortly afterwards, the travellers
confirmed to us that they had been rescued.

Our Syrian friends then told us about another case of a vessel trying to reach
Nisirios/Greece. Since they were still in Turkish waters and in urgent distress as their
vessel was sinking, we informed the Turkish coastguards who confirmed that they
would launch a rescue mission. Later on we received the confirmation that they had
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been rescued — by a tishing vessel which brought the 35 travellers to a Greek island.

Our contact person from a Macedonian activist collective informed us about a distress
situation. A vessel was trying to reach Chios. We reached the group in Turkish waters
‘who were 40 people, including 20 children. We informed the Turkish coastguards and
their rescue was later confirmed to us.

‘We heard about 30-35 people on a vessel, seeking to reach Lesvos/Greece. We spoke to
the travellers and they passed on their GPS coordinates. They told us that they were
sinking and wanted us to immediately notify the Turkish coastguards which we did.
They quickly sent a rescue vessel to their position and with the assistance of a Turkish
fishing vessel, the travellers were rescued.

In addition, we were informed about several groups in distress, most of whom we could

not reach directly: Five were trying to reach Chios/Greece, two Agathonisi/Greece, one
Kos/Greece, two Samos/Greece, two Nisirios/Greece, one Lesvos/Greece, and one
group was already on Farmakonisi/Greece and needed support. We passed their GPS
positions on, if known, to the Greek coastguards. The rescue of seven of these distress
cases, two near Chios, one near Kos, two near Samos, one near Lesvos, and one near
Nisirios, was later confirmed to us. We were also notified via Facebook about a man
‘who had gone overboard near Lesvos/Greece. However, no further information about
him could be obtained and the Greek coastguards had no knowledge on a man gone
missing.




