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01/10: push back of 28 people near Samos
@ In Distress . Push-Back VERIFIED

02.10.2020 / 16:25 / Aegean Sea

‘Watch The Med Alarm Phone Investigations — 1st of October 2020
Case name: 20201001-AEG701

Situation: 28 people pushed back near Samos and Turkish coastguard took them back
to Turkey

Status of WTM Investigation: Concluded
Place of Incident: Aegean Sea
Summary of the Case:

On 1st October 2020 at 01.00h CEST the Alarm Phone learned about a boat in distress
in the Aegean Sea near the Greek Island Samos. We got a position and called the
coastguard of Piraeus who already knew about the case and said to be on their way to
the boat. When we called again at 04.27h CEST the Greek coastguard told us they did
not find anyone. At 07.48h CEST we got information from the people on board that
they had been push backed by what they assumed to have been the Greek coastguard
and brought back to Turkey by the Turkish coastguards.

Later, we got in touch with the travellers who were back in Turkey. They gave us the
following testimony about the pushback they had been subjected to :
again the island of Samos by the Aegean Sea. I don't remember the exact date because

..we entered

my mental situation is very broken and I forgot. But we got to the island of Samos
around 2. We wandered on the island for about 3 hours and we presented ourselves as
asylum seekers to the police. First the police ensured us that they will bring us to the
camp. Then they put us all in a minibus and took all our belongings and put us in a boat
and left us in Turkish waters. They brought us from one big boat to our boat and with
force they left us in our old and broken beat in Turkish waters and they fled quickly. It
took about one hour and a half in the big boat until they left us in our boat. For about 2
hours we stayed in the water with a lot of fear until a cruise boat saw us and alerted the
police. The coast guard took us to their site. I do not know the location. After
interrogation, they took us to a camp in Aydin and released us after 24 hours. In this
situation, we were in a state of stress and anxiety, so one doesn't remember exactly,
especially as we have suffered and are full of fear and apprehension.”
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Related Reports

13:11 Oct 30, 2019 / Aegean Sea Kms
29/10: Three cases: about 50
travelers in distress on three

boats, all brought back to

17:47 Sep 21, 2015 / Aegean Sea, Greek islands of
Samos and Farmakonisi Kms

4 distress calls in the Aegean

Sea, near the Greek islands of

Samos and Farmakonisi

May 19, 2017 / Aegean Sea Kms
18/05: Despite a troublesome
journey, g adults and 2
children reach Samos safely

17:42 Nov 23, 2018 / Aegean Sea Kms
22/11: 50 people rescued by
Greek Coastguard

18:33 May 31, 2016 / Aegean Sea, Samos Kms
30/05: Travellers stranded
on Samos
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