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In two hours,the award ceremony for the
Child 10 award starts! Qur Director,
Mantina Tsekeri, will be awarded as an...
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MNow that the year is ending, we would like to give our warm wishes to everyone!! &
‘We hope 2021 will be a year of happiness and safety for all the children

Aeweifo

‘We would like to thank the following foundations for their help this past year:

jether for Better Days
fands

Her Majesty Queen Silvia of Sweden
Home for Refugees

Also, we would like to thank every single individual that supported us. Your kind
words, actions and funds have helped us stay by the side of the most vulnerable
children in Greece. @

‘With your help:

maore than 81% of our homeless, exploited children and children in danger were
transferred to safe shelters.
100% of our illegally detained children were released within one month
-68% of family reunification cases were successful
-93% of our cases managed to grant immediate access to the asylum system
~85% of our cases, granted the refugee status

Help us remain by their side in 2021, too. Help us to never leave them alone.

Make a donation j

Use our Paypal account: paypal. me/defencefor
Use IBAN: GR1902603670000310200518604
Swift Code; ERBKGRAA

Bank: Eurobank
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The year is ending on a positive note!

A week ago, we were informed about the case of Amira, a 13 year old girl from Syria
that is alone in Athens. We immediately met the girl and started the case
management. We had to be quick and efficient, since the holidays were approaching
and the girl would be left unprotected in an apartment with people she doesn't
know, exposed to countless dangers.

We informed all competent authorities regarding the severity of this situation and,
within 2 hours, a safe shelter was found!

However, there was another obstacle we had to overcome, the medical exams
required for the transfer had to be completed within 3 days. We managed to
coordinate everything and today we have all the results in our hands.

& The little girl just got transferred to the shelter! She is finally safe!

Now, we are working on her family reunification with her relative in the Netherlands.
The dna test is already completed and we are hopeful she will soon be in a loving
farnily.

‘We will stay by her side and keep supporting her, until she is happy again!

D1 is offering case management and complete child protection services to alone
children like Amira, Support us so we can keep offering our services to the most
vulnerable of children,

Make a donation today! &

Paypal account: paypal.me/defencefo

hildrengr

|BAN: GR1902603670:0300310200518604

DEFENCE FOR CHILDREM INTERNATIONAL-ELLINIKD TMIMA
Swift: ERBKGRAA

Bank: Eurobank

00 3 3 KOWOTIOINCEL

oy Mou apéoed! (0 zxdho & Kowomoinan -
Q TpapTe va oxoMo

€ Defence for Children International Greece
W 22 aexxyfiplou : @

In Greece, there are thousands of alone and homeless children on the move. These
children remain outside of the radar of the official protection children, while being
in risk of all forms of exploitation, They have no access to basic human needs, such
as food, healthcare and education.

These holidays, help DCI Greece to keep supporting the most vulnerable children.
By donating you allow us to keep standing by their side.

Paypal account: paypal.me/defenceforchildrengr
IBAN: GR1902603670000310200518604

Swift Code: ERBKGRAA

Bank: Eurobank
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L. was a homeless boy in the streets of Athens, struggling to survive. When he came
to us, he asked tor help to find a safe shelter. He mentioned his brother is in
Switzeriand and we informed him that he has the right to apply for family
reunification. L. had no idea this was even an option, because the smugglers never
told him.

We immediately started the family reunification procedures and, after a few weeks,
his application got accepted!

L. from sleeping on the street and trying to find food will soon be safe with his
brother in Switzerland,

Yesterday, he came by our office to receive his tickets and give him directions for his
trip.

He kept looking at the tickets with the happiest eyes we have ever seen! Good luck,
our dear L. We are sure you will achieve everything you want and we will always stay
by your side! #donf
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Abdul Rashid
Congratulation for your good deed always
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This is how our week started at our Helpdesk. With these words, from L.
L. is a homeless, alone child in Athens. After a few weeks and many efforts, his family
reunification application got accepted! In a few days, he will finally be safe with his
brother in Switzerland,

These words and the smile on our children's faces is what keeps us going. It is why



we keep tighting to never leave them alone.

| wanted to thank you!! | have never been !
so happy since | came to Greece.. | fell f
very much happy. | am able to realize my
dream.all contributions to you! may Allah
make you very big and honored. You are
the best human beings in the whole world.
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When | first met her in our office 2 years ago | saw a girl with a spark. A spark in her
soul to make an impact in this world and to stress herself to her fullest potential. |

2 years later, she calls: ‘Nantina | want to interview
you for my next newspaper issue!’

Moved and proud of her!

g Migratory Birds
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“If you believe that children are innocent, that they are not responsible for the
war going on in their countries, that they did not choose to leave their
homeland and to be migrants, take action and bring a change to their lives, a
change that they deserve!”

Learn more about the campaign "Can you hear me?” by Defence for Children

International
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‘What | told you today is not stories | made up, they are things that really happened
to me, | want to see a world where no other child experiences the same’. Qur brave
R shared his story in our online child friendly justice event, that took place
yesterday.

His woice, as weil as other children's and professionals’ voice was heard loud and
clear.

‘We would like to thank everyone who participated and everyone who joined us in
this impartant mission to try and make asylum procedures friendlier and more
humane to all children on the move,
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Anthoula Marmaras

Love and admire the hard work you do for these children!! They are

blessed to have you!
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Anthoula Marmaras Thank you for the supportg L
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Today is World #Hurm Day! IUis a day to remember that all humans,

regardless their skin colour, country of origin, religicus beliefs are born with the

same rights.

However, millions of people, even children, watch their rights being violated and

their dreams
shattered, every single day.

It's our duty to keep fighting, until a world of equal rights for everyone is no longer

utopic,
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You still have time to join our Child Friendly lustice event!

Click here - hitg

e zoomaus/|/
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Our Child Friendly Justice Event has started! &

Jain us now, by clicking here 4 hitps://us02web.zoom.us/j/830100
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Are you ready?
Our Child Friendly Justice Online Event starts in 30 minutes!!! &

You can join us on 14.30 (Greece time) by clicking
here ht Z 5 7

" Defence for Children International Greece
16 Nog| 2020 - @

Save the Date: Wednesday, December 9, 2020 - 14.30 to 16.00 (Greece time)

After 2 years of research, interviews with our children and professionals, DCI
Greece is happy to invite you to the online Child Friendly Justice Event that will
take place on December 9, 2020!

How child friendly are the administrative proceedings for children on the move
in Greece? Listen to the voice of Children and Professionals!

During the Conference, Children but also Professionals will share their own
experiences, feelings and suggestions while we will present you the CFJ Project’s
findings but also best practices and recommendations to improve respect for
children's rights in asylum proceedings. We will also unwveil the Toolkit for
Professionals developed as part of the project, that will be disseminated to all
participants!

STCXTKDSHIRBIFpsL;

Please fill this form to register: hity

Children on the move upon arrival in Greece and while seeking for protection
are involved in different administration and justice proceedings { f.i; First
Reception Procedures, Asylum intenview, Age assessment, Family Reunification,
Detention etc). Procedures that are generally not adapted to the specific needs
of children and do not allow the exercise of their Rights!

Application Period: 16 November 2020 - 27 November 2020
* Program details will be sent to you by e-mail.

* The link will be sent to all participants shortly before the event.
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W Tomorrow on 14,30 {Greece time) is our Child Friendly Justice Qnline Event!
How child friendly are the administrative proceedings for children on the move in
Greece?

Listen to the voice of children and professionals!

Have you registered yet? ht Wk hB

The link will be sent to the participants, shortly before the event!
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Save the Date: Wednesday, December 9, 2020 - 14.30 to 16.00 (Greece time) 5%

After 2 years of research, interviews with our children and professionals, DCI
Greece |s happy to invite you to the online Child Friendly Justice Event that will
lake place on December 9, 2020!

How child friendly are the administrative proceedings for children on the move
in Greece? Listen to the voice of Children and Professionals!

During the Conference, Children but also Professionals will share their own
experiences, feelings and suggestions while we will present you the CFJ Project’s
findings but also best practices and recommendations to improve respect for
children's rights in asylum proceedings. We will also unveil the Toolkit for
Professionals developed as part of the project, that will be disseminated to all
participants!

Please fill this form to register: hl

Children on the move upon arrival in Greece and while seeking for protection
are involved in different administration and justice proceedings ( fi: First
Reception Procedures, Asylum interview, Age assessment, Family Reunification,
Detention etc). Procedures that are generally not adapted to the specific needs
of children and do not allow the exercise of their Rights!

Application Period:; 16 November 2020 - 27 November 2020
* Program details will be sent to you by e-mail,

* The link will be sent to all participants shortly before the event.
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Here is how you can help DI Greece to stand by the side of the most vulnerable
children @@

[DEFENCE FOR CHILOREN |

INTERNATIONAL ’

i?\ Defence for Children International Greece
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On this Giving Tuesday, you can support a child in need! @@

DI Greece offers free legal aid and child protection services, undertaking the
whole case management of alone refugee children. Help a homeless child to
find a safe shelter and to regain their future. Help an invisible child, a child out
of the radar of the official protection services to become visible

Help us stay by the side of homeless and exploited children. Help us not to leave
them alone




Make a donation 3

Paypal account:

IBAM: GR1902603670000310200518604
DEFEMCE FOR CHILDREM INTERNATIONAL-ELLINIKD TMIMA

Swift: ERBKGRAA
Bank: Eurobank

00z
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On this Giving Tuesday, you can support a child in need! @

D}l Greece offers free legal aid and child protection services, undertaking the whole
case management of alone refugee children. Help a homeless child to find a safe
shelter and to regain their future. Help an invisible child, a child out of the radar of
the official protection services to become visible.

Help us stay by the side of homeless and exploited children. Help us not to leave
them alone,

Make a donation [J

Paypal account: p

1BAN: GR1902603670000310200518604
DEFENCE FOR CHILDREN INTERNATIOMAL-ELLINIKO ThMIMA

Swift: ERBKGRAA
Bank: Eurobank

DEFENCE FOR CHILDREN B9
INTERKATIORA
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Have you registered to our anline Child Friendly Justice event on December 9, 20207

Please fill this form to register
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Save the Date: Wednesday, December 9, 2020 - 14.30 1o 16.00 (Greece time) ¥

After 2 years of research, interviews with our children and professionals, DCI
Greece is happy to invite you to the online Child Friendly Justice Event that will
take place on December 9, 2020!

How child friendly are the administrative proceedings for children on the move
in Greece? Listen to the voice of Children and Professionals!

During the Conference, Children but also Professionals will share their own
experiences, feelings and suggestions while we will present you the CFJ Project’s
findinns bt alsa best nractices and recommendations to imorave resnect for



children's rights in asylum proceedings. We will also unveil the Toolkit for
Professionals developed as part of the project, that will be disseminated to all
participants!

. Please fill this form to register: hit orms.gle/TOX 1kDSHhBIFpsLU9

Children on the move upon arrival in Greece and while seeking for protection
are involved in different administration and justice proceedings ( f.i: First
Reception Procedures, Asylum interview, Age assessment, Family Reunification,
Detention etc). Procedures that are generally not adapted to the specific needs
of children and do not allow the exercise of their Rights!

Application Period: 16 November 2020 - 27 November 2020
* Program details will be sent to you by e-mail,
* The link will be sent to all participants shortly before the event,
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Today is World Children’s Day!

It's time for all of us o reimagine and start building a better future for all children,
including children on the move. Those invisible children, whose rights and future get
shattered, every single day,

Let's not leave them alone!

#dont_leavethekidsalone
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Moments from our work with our children:

‘Thank you for listening. It is important to know | can share as much as | am ready
to share. | needed this.’

These are the words of a 15 year old girl, These words are the reason we keep
going. R, a girlf living in dangerous circumstances, came to our office, despite the
lockdown, because she needed imminent help. She also wanted to talk. She wanted
to share, Even though she wasn't yet ready to share everything. Trust takes time,
especially in SGBV cases. We will keep working on a tailored, individual supportive
programme for R, until she feels safe and empowered to continue her life.
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Save the Date: Wednesday, December 9, 2020 - 14.30 to 16.00 (Greece time) T

After 2 years of research, interviews with our children and professionals, DCl Greece
is happy to invite you to the online Child Friendly Justice Event that will take place
on December 9, 2020!

How child friendly are the administrative proceedings for children on the move in
Greece?  Listen to the voice of Children and Professionals!

During the Conference, Children but also Professionals will share their own
experiences, feelings and suggestions while we will present you the CFJ Project's
findings but also best practices and recommendations to improve respect for
children’s rights in asylum proceedings. We will also unveil the Toolkit for
Professionals developed as part of the project, that will be disseminated to all
participants!

Please fill this form to register: htt

Children on the move upon arrival in Greece and while seeking for protection are
Involved in different administration and justice proceedings ( T.i: First Reception
Procedures, Asylum interview, Age assessment, Family Reunification, Detention etc),
Procedures that are generally not adapted to the specific needs of children and do
not allow the exercise of their Rights!

Application Period: 16 November 2020 - 27 November 2020
* Program details will be sent to you by e-mail

* The link will be sent to all participants shortly before the event,
-
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Hello my name is yatta Senesie Bundu | am a single mother in Athens
please | need help for my baby he is just 3 months and he is not

getting any support from the un

Mou apdoer!  Amavrnon 2 g Q
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Defence for Children International Greece
Jy Senesie Hello, Mrs Bundu! Of course we can help! Can you
send us an inbox message, piease?
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‘Everything is wet. We live by the dirty rivers caused from the rain. We need help.’
This is the reality in Moria2.

Despite the 400 unaccompanied children that were transferred to the mainland,
after the catastrophic fire in Moria camp, hundreds of children with their families,
including little babies, as well as alleged minors, are still trapped in an even worse
environment.

The new camp in Lesvos is no better than Moria.

Tens of thousands of refugees, including very young children, spend their days
exposed to the harsh weather of Lesvos, trying to survive. It's our duty to never
forget them and try to stand by their side.

[}l Greece urges the Greek State as well as all other European States to take
immediate action for the refocation of these families and the alleged minors.
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Exciting news!!! Sheiter is found for our K, the young boy who was homeless,
stabbed and chased by smugglers, as we informed you in previous post (follows
after this post)&

After activating the official child protection system, and working closely with the
official authorities of accommaodation, the Juvenile prosecutor and the
Ombundsman of Children’s Rights, little K. will soon get transferred to a safe shelter,
After everything that has happened to him, he will finally find peace, safety, and a
change to heal with wounds, physical and emotional, in an appropriate environment.
Right now, we have to make sure we organise and book all the hospital
appointments, so he can undertake all the medical tests required, as soon as
possible.

We are overwhelmed with happiness for his new beginning and we cannot wait ta
see what the future holds for him. Good luck, our dear K.

‘ Defence for Children International Greece

]
15 year old boy from Afghanistan, trusted a smuggler, He handed him all his
money, 5o he can have a place to stay and Lo help him reach Germany and be
reunited with his sister . The smuggler deceived him and stole his money, He
even stabbed the boy multiple times, on his body and his head. The child was
transferred to the hospital, where he fell in a coma for days. He has now
recovered, but his wounds, both physical and mental, are very deep and painful,
Right now, he is homeless, living rough on the streets and squares of Athens.

Owrusfipic

DI Greece is currently doing all the case management with all competent
actors and authorities, to guarantee the safety of the child, as quickly and as
effectively as possible,

This boy's story, along with hundreds of similar ones, proves the absence of an
effective pratection system for children on the move. Children receive no
information when entering Greece, something that makes them an easy prey for
people wishing to exploit them, while at the same time there is no guardianship
programme to protect them, along the asylum process.

#dont_leavethekidsalone
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Abdul Rashid
thanks for your good work &
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Covid 19 has been having a tremendous impact on the lives of homeless,
unaccompanied children in Athens. Their vulnerability becomes even more extreme.
Maore and more homeless children are forced to live in shared apartments with
adults, These children are forced to cook, do all the chores and everything else
asked by the adults, Sexual and economical exploitation becomes an everyday
phenomenon,

Since the beginning of the cutbreal, DCI Greece has been in contact with vulnerable



Chilgnen, aitmer

Idren can be transferred to a safe shelter

steps 50 these

As a result, over than 30 children were finally led to safety, after our Helpdesk
actions, since the beginning of the outbreak.

t . Defence for Children International Greece
uf 2 (5]

Today, at the EU Anti- trafficking day, joint call to end child trafficking!

affected marginalised
y resul ild trafficking and
ighting the risks and vulnerabilities faced by these

The spread of the COVID-19 virus has
groups including migrants, nc
exploitation but also furthe:

children

lisproportionatel

nly ng in a rise in

Together with Child10 and the other 2020 Awarded Members, we have opened a
much-needed dialogue on joint cross-border challenges and solutions to address
trafficking of children along the migration routes towards Europe.

Although there are many gaps in the official ¢
identified
radeq & mechanis
ctims and their access to assistar

protection systems, we have

see the

C areas where we o
for ¢ identifical
e and protection.

In our joint call for action, we are asking policy makers to focus on implementing
concrete recommendations, as the need fc tion is now more important than ever

Read full statement; childi0,

Dredalus cooperativa sociale
The HOME Project

Defence for Children Internatio
Greek Forum of Refugees
Fundacion Raices

RefugePoint
ECPAT Tirkiye
Action PRO

' Defence for Children International Greece
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‘She was no older than & years old. | saw her desperate efforts to find a discent toilet
to enter. She was opening the one door of the few chemical toilets in the camp,
after another. The dignity she has reserved for herself didn't allow her to enter
of them in the end. She run back to her tent almost crying
Moria2 is well in place 1 the stamp of EU and Internation,
phenomenon of "Maoria™ was apparently never m p. It has just be
transferred some kilometres closer to the water. Together with this, the childhood of
these children has been postponed to Infinite time’, said our Director Mantina

keri du ion to Moria2 today.

ant fo

The argument proposed, that this situation Is temporary, does not suffice to jus
the continous HARM caused to these children every s

ity
ingle day by EU States’ actions




and omissions.
‘We are deeply concerned for the life of the population trapped in Moria2
Relocation to other EU countries must happen yesterday.

AL the moment, there are thousands of children living in shocking absolutely
inhumane conditions.

These are the memaries for these children. Watch the video!

o] MEMORIES
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15 year old boy from Afghanistan, trusted a smuggler. He handed him all his money,
50 he can have a place to stay and to help him reach Germany and be reunited with
his sister , The smuggler deceived him and stole his money. He even stabbed the
boy multiple times, on his body and his head. The child was transferred to the
hospital, where he fell in a coma for days. He has now recovered, but his wounds,
both physical and mental, are very deep and painful. Right now, he is homeless,
living rough on the streets and squares of Athens.

Dl Greece is currently doing all the case management with all competent actors
and authorities, to guarantee the safety of the child, as quickly and as effectively as
possible.

This boy’s story, along with hundreds of similar ones, proves the absence of an
effective protection system for children on the move. Children receive no
information when entering Greece, something that makes them an easy prey for
people wishing to exploit them, while at the same time there is no guardianship
programme to protect them, along the asylum process.
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"Until justice rolls down like water and righteousness like a mighty stream”
M.LKing



Greek Court of Appeals ruled neo-N.
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Today, we feel a step closer to a better world, where none of the
feels afraid to death for wha they trully are.
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[Cruring the last fi easing number of refugee
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reachin thousands

survive,

meless, ur

the "ghost'children of our society
radar of any State prot N available, while trying to survive and face the
encountered dangers at a daily basis.

They live invisible, out of the

ossible. On

his positive

Our helpdesk is constantly tryl o these children, in the be:

Friday, little T. will finally be registered and little A. finally recei

asylum decision. 15 year old B, will soon be transferred 1o a safe shelter

This Is where we get the power to keep going. Even in the hardest times, we witness
1, before our own eyes

s chang

And that is the best reward possible

il Photo: Salinia Stroux
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SAVE DIGNITY, SAVE PIKPA AND KARA TEPE

izations, academics and other actors
urge the Greek authorities to revoke
modating refugees on Lesvos.

ek and international or
them DC
ernatives

More than 160 Gr
from all over Europe, am
decision to close dignified

Read the full statement here: hit} b4 -e73d-4390-ab9s
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Eripepot padl pe dhheg 160 Opyoaviosis {nTape amd Trv eAknvikr kuPépvnorn va
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TEAEUTaLN SELYPATINY covBipramid,
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Yesterday, Ylva Johansson presented the proposal for a new migration pact for EU
Member States. The proposal will not help to resclve the situation in Greece, and it
will, if adopted, still be up to each country to voluntarily stand up for human rights.
Now, more than ever, all governments need to show their cards on which way they
want to go.

Today in Sweden's largest newspaper the three Greek Child10 Awardees from Greek
Forum of Refugees, The HOME Project and Defence for Children International
Greece together with us are calling out the Swedish government to hide behind
false and poaorly constructed excuses to not take part in the relocation of children
from Greece,

“There is a great risk of exploitation by ruthless traffickers and we now urgently
need to provide these children with a safer environment and a legally secure
process of asylum or family reunification. At the same time, the Swedish
Government wrongly claims that they cannot help. It is serious that the Swedish
Government is hiding behind completely false excuses in order to avoid the
humanitarian consequences of the decision,

So let us now ask the question: does the government want to help resolve the
urgent humanitarian crisis that is going on here in Greece and help children out of
this horrendous situation or does the government simply not want to help? There is
no other question to answer. If it is the Swedish Government's policy to tum a blind
eye to the suffering of these children, then they should at least be honest with it.”

i/

#dont_jeavethekidsalone #no alon ild10 #relocate

hitps:

ww.aftonbladet se/.../sag-som-det-ar--ni-vill
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1 wish only fire and nature were angry with the asylum seekers!
Anyway, the anger of the fire is temporary and controllable, but what
should we asylum seekers and displaced peopie do with the anger of
the Greek people?

It has been a year since | was transferred to the mainland with my two
children.

My daughter grew up in Camp Mariah,

After moving to the maintand, he was happy to continue his education,
but unfortunately, they said: because you are old, you can no longer
enroll in school. He was very upset. It was difficult for him to make a
fiving.

Fifteen days later, social workers informed the organization that he had
left home and went to Athens from the island of Crete, and the
organization unfortunately cut off 150 euros without any
consideration.

And social workers say: Your daughter is no longer covered by UN and
has no right to return to you.

My daughter was undecided and left alone in Athens, and with the
onset of coronation and quarantine, she became unempioyed.

For some reason, it was not tine for entry.

During this period, Andy has been suffering from a crisis and mental
problems, He is unemployed and desperate in Athens. | knocked an
every door and no one answered.

My 10-year-old son and | were accepted after a year, and as soon as |
received a positive response from social workers, | was warmed that |
had to leave home.

It means acceptance in Greece, homogeneity, homelessness and
homelessness 1t

Desperate and helpless, | joined several Facebook groups related to
real estate and rental advertising.

I wrote there: "I need a small apartment with my two children, We can
pay a rent of 200 Euros a month.”

After a while, | received insulting messages and ugly words from some
members of the group, etc.

Some wrote:

“We do not allow foreigners to leave our country.”

Some wished you were all drowned in the sea!

There are some writing skills that are not worth mentioning.

People do not give home to “foreign nationals” on the island of Crete!
And this anger and hatred of the people is much more worrying than
the anger of the fire and the roaring waves of the Aegean Sea and its
dangers!

Because the only hope and strength of the heart of the displaced is the
Iove, compassion and kindness of the people of European countries.
We asylum seekers do not hope for the false words of the world's
ruling poiiticians, nor for the support of international human rights
organizations, because they have all Jost their color and glaze for us
and their expiration date has expired!

But if the civilized people, with the culture of ancient Greece and
Europe, find a negative and hateful attitude towards the asylum
seekers and narrow the field for them, the situation of the asylum
seekers will become very bad and worrying,

I personally believe that the EU agreement with Turkey and Greece o
restrain asylum seekers from receiving money in this “current way® is a
shameful and inhumane agreement, and | consider the dire
consequences to be very dangerous.

| believe that high-ranking Greek officials have made a big mistake.

I imagine this “current way™ of asylum seekers for both Greece and for
asylum seekers accepted in Greece in the not too distant and very
distant future!

| declare danger for Greece, despite this large number of helpless and
unempioyed asylum seekers with mental health problems. Man, who
faces poverty and economic probiems, efc, becomes a dangerous
creature!

| do not know whether the EL money has taken the understanding
from the Greek authorities or they have neglected themselves that
they do not understand this danger 7!

It seems that in the not too distant future, Greece will face many crises
and problems by these hungry and unemployed asylum seekers.

| wam the Greek authorities to open their eyes and ears as soon as
possible, to give a basic thought to their country.

Otherwise, in the very near future, they will witness all kinds of social
anomalies such as theft, violence and conflict, the phenomenon of
begging, sleeping cartons, numerous fires in forests and other places,
and so on !t

1 also told the European Union in 2015 that when you saw the body of



a Syrian child, you were very emotional, you opened the doors of
Europe to asylum seekers, but in the not too distant future, you will
regret it,

And then with the death of no child or human, your feelings will not be
aroused. And that day came less than two years later, and now, five
years later, it has reached its peak.

What happened that the compassionate, kind and emotional leaders
of the European Union, after a short time, became the leaders of the
heart, unkind and unfeeling 7!

Why other corpses of children drowned in the Aegean Sea and the
dismembered corpses of children in Camp Moriah and undecided
asylum seekers in Turkey and Greece, children deprived of education

And their other inalienable rights do not arouse your feelings ?t
Where was that kindness and humanity of your 2015 21

Why do you call the asylum seekers hostile enemies and say: the
European Union does not leave Greece alone 1o prevent the entry of
these “invaders” 7!

What happened when Yahoo gave asylum seekers the title of attackers
¥4

Damn the systematic politics that parents do not have 111

Mou apeonl  Amavenon

Yesterday, together with Defence for Children International in Geneva, we
intervened in the UM Human Rights Council to request the Greek government to:

2 3p.

ren International Greece
20 -

-release all migrant children from immigration detention and place them in
appropriate alternative care

-abolish placement in detention-like massive reception camps, the so called
Hotspots.

We also called the Greek State not to use Covid-19 as the excuse for further
vialations of the right of children to freedom and a dignified life, Their childhood
should not be kept behind locked gates and barbed wires.

See full statement here:

forchildrenorg/. /Detention-Statement,
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Relocate the children now!

Despite the big number of unaccompanied minors that were immediately
transferred from Lesvos to the mainland, after the catastrophic fire in Moria camp,
there are still thousands of children that were left behind in Lesvos. Children with
their parents, with single parents, with grandparents, or children missing their
parents after the fire. They remain trapped in the new camp, living in terrible
conditions, still deprived of their basic rights. It is paramount that they are relocated
in order to be safe and regain their lost childhood.,

‘We will keep supporting and fight for the rights of both the unaccompanied minors
transferred, and the children left behind in Lesvos.

EU, can you hear me?

avethekidsalone

If you wish to support our actions to help them, you can donate here [[§

Paypal account: paypals
|BAN: GR1502603670:300310200518604
DEFENCE FOR CHILDREM INTERNATIONAL-ELLINIKD TMIMA

Swift; ERBKGRAA
Bank: Eurobank

ceforchildreng

wa Credits: @danilocampailla
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On Thursday, we will be at Velos Yo for a legal info session &

21st - 25th September

TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Legal info
session w/
Dol

Youth Centre supporting 16-21 year olds

Everyday /g ts for
Shower, Laundry, Food and mo

Get In touch 1o bodk an appaintment! Velas Youth Centre
3 al al Trortz 26, 106 B2

TIDATZ 26, EXARCHIA,
N

Velos Youth
21 epfpiou 2020 - @

Have a look at our Youth Centre's activities

This week we have Defence for Chil : al Greece and
£0 coming to our space to deliver info sessions about Legal
Updates and Employability in Athens,

HumanRight
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H SuewBivTpuce Tng DO GREECE, Movtiva Togkepn, £5wos guvevteuEn oto
padidpuyve Tou ZKAIL OXETIKG pE Toug aouvabeuToug aviAtkous atn Mapia, Tig
OUVEINKES TTOY EMKPOTOUCY TIPW TV KOETOOTROMIKT TIUPKONYIE KOL TRV EMOgevD
pépar,

MTOpETE var aKoUOETE chokhnpn T ouvevTeuEn e6uw: (13/9/2020)

hittps 84 (00.51 ko PETE)

etheki

ma photo credit: @danykilu
Daniel Larios
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‘We would like to thank all of you for your kind messages and donations! They give
us the resources and the strength to continue our work with the children from
Moria!

The Moria children that have been transferred to the mainland are panicked and
under a lot of stress. We have been working with all the competent actors in order
to locate them to the different places in the mainfand and offer our immediate
services

However, there are many who are left behind in Moria deprived of any official
protection due to bureaucratic different reasons.We need to make sure that these
ones won't be forgoten. Qur suppport will reach them too

The hard work for us starts now! Our main goal is to make sure this fire won't
jecpardise their future. We want to make sure that every single one of them will
have the chance to regain their lost childhood. Individually tailored support is the
key in the search of durable solutions for them.

If you wish to donate:

Paypal account:
|1BAN: GR150260 0310200518604

DEFENCE FOR CHILDREN INTERMNATIONAL-ELLINIKD TMIMA
Swift; ERBKGRAA

Bank: Eurobank

O0u ¢
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Our director Nantina Tsekeri gave an interview yesterday at Skai radio live for the
next day of the Maria fire,
Amongst other things she called the EU to show in practice its solidarity towards the
refugee children who are still trapped in Greece 'It's a unique momentum in
curopean history to rebuild our societies based on solidarity and humanity. Europe
decided to solve the refugee matter on the mountains of a tiny village in Lesvos,
calied Moria, Who would teil the citizens of this village & years ago that EU was
planning to build ‘concentration camps’next their door? Refugees living in that hell,




locals and NGO professionals have one and common claim.To make Moria past and
relocate these people asap! We have been fighting for the transfer to the maintand
of the alone children of Moria for years, We are astonished by how fast this can
finally happen, in just a few hours after the fire, This makes us think that what it has
been seen as impossible, it is actually very possible to happen,

4000 children are left behind Moria. We need to make sure that they won't be
locked in again in a Moria NoZ, If someone ever entered Moria, will never forget the
smell, the despair, the fear in the eyes of these

Relocate the people of Maria now!
‘We are in need of a better world, not of a new Moria.

Help us support the people in need and spread their voice.

o0
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Opening the Human Rights Council #HRC45, High Commissioner Bachelet shares
concerns about the tragedy of 12000 migrants of the Maoria camp in Greece,
reminding that "migrant lives should be protected independently of their
administrative status". Relocating 400 unaccompagnied is not good enough while
4000 Children are at risk among the 12000 migrmants in the Maoria.

Read the full statement here: |

ma Salome Wiedmer
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#+ Urgent Call to Action from Civil Society Organisations across Europe!

MORIA FIRES: European Governments must urgently relocate displaced individuals
from Greece

Ower the past days devastating fires burnt down the Moria Registration and
|dentification Center and surrounding areas, the EU Hotspot on the Greek island
Lesvos. The fires have left thousands of vulnerable individuals homeless and
traumatised, among them unaccompanied children

While we are shocked and saddened at these developments, ti Ome as no
surprise, Lesvos and the other EU Hotspots on the Aegean islands have reached
breaking point long ago. Moria camp was hosting roughly 12-13,000 displaced
individuals, with an official capacity of only 2,800,

The Moria model had to be evacuated long time ago and be seen as the ultimate
failure of EU to apply its values of humanity and dignity.

The situation in the other Greek Hotspots is similarly untenable and repeated
warnings have remained unanswered for over four years.
EU needs to act immediately!

Read the full statement hage: hitos it
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‘We are overwhelmed by the messages we have received from all of you. We would
like to thank you for your donations and the support that you have provided us in
various ways.

These first hours, after the horrific fires in Moria camp, are crucial, We are acting
quickly and effectively, so durable solutions can be granted for the children of
Moria,

It is more important than ever to stand by their side, before their future tums into
ashes, too.

aor

Make a donation §
Paypal account: paypal.me/
IBAN: GR1902603670000310200518604

Holder account number: DEFENCE FOR CHILDREN INTERNATIONAL-ELLINIED
TMINMA

Bank: Eurcbank
SWIFT: ERBKGRAA

efenceforchildrengr
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Most of the unaccompanied children of Moria have reached the mainiand safely!
‘We are already in contact with all the competent actors, and have started planning
the legal support and case management.

The needs are tremendous.

There are children with pending family reunification applications, children with

nacitiva daricinne waitinn ofill ta he trancfarracd to thoir familioc childran that naacd
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support with their asylum procedure, chifdren whose papers got burned in the fire
of Moria,

Our hard work starts now,

‘We will make sure to be by their side,supporting them, during these challenging
times.

#dont_leavethekidsalone

Make a donation £
Paypal account: paypal. me/defenceforchildrengr

IBAN: GR1902603670000310200518604

Holder account number: DEFENCE FOR CHILDREN INTERNATIONAL-ELLINIKO
TMIMA

Bank: Eurobank
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‘We would like to thank everyone that has already donated! Every donation counts!
Help us stay by the side of the children of Morial #dont_leavethekidsalone

We want to mike sure that the 400 unaccompanied
misars thal will by ansporied 1o the mainland aie
legally supporipd We ars alsp working hard to spead up
tamily reuniticalion for tham| Pleass donate balow 1o
suppoit oor misslon and help the Kide ol Moria

IBAN bank account
GRIB0260367000031020051B604

Paypal
paypal.me/detenceforchilarengr
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B¢ URGENT CALL FOR ACTION

Moria is on fire. Thousands of people, amongst them unaccompanied children,
are now forced to face even worse conditions than before.

We need your support, in order to be ready to stand by the side of the 400
unaccompanied children who will be transfered to the mainland. Now, before
their future will be put on fire too.

We have been already working on the family reunification claims of many of
them and we need to make sure that we can expand and continue our support
to more! There are more than 5000 alone children in Greece that need lagal
support.

Qur Children's Rights Helpdesk is based on the mainland, so we are ready to
make the necessary adjustments ASAP to cover the massive needs that have
occurred, due to the new reality.

Help us stand by the side of every child in need and keep fighting for their
rights, by making a donation, #dont_leavethekidsalone

Paypal account: paypal.me/defenceforchildrengr

IBAN: GR1902603670000310200518604

Holder account number: DEFENCE FOR CHILDREN INTERNATIONAL-ELLINIKO
TMIMA

Bank: Eurchank

SWIFT: ERBKGRAA

s
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§+ URGENT CALL FOR ACTION

Moria is on fire. Thousands of people, gst them unaccompanied children, are
now forced to face even worse conditions than before.

We need your suppart, in order to be ready to stand by the side of the 400
unaccompanied children who will be transfered to the mainland. Now, before their
future will be put on fire too,

‘We have been already working on the family reunification claims of many of them

and we need to make sure that we can expand and continue our suppor to morel
There are more than 5000 alone children in Greece that need legal support,

Our Children's Rights Helpdesk is based on the mainland, so we are ready to make
the necessary adjustments ASAP to cover the massive needs that have occurred, due
to the new reality.

Help us stand by the side of every child in need and keep fighting for their rights, by
making a donation. #dont_leavethekidsalone

Paypal account: paypal me/defenceforchildrengr

IBAN: GR1902603670000310200518604

Hoider account number; DEFENCE FOR CHILDREN INTERNATIONAL-ELLINIKO
TMIMA

Bank: Eurobank

SWIFT: ERBKGRAA

IBAN bank account
GR1802

Paypal

val.me/de cefarchilarengr
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Can you have the paypal link in the copy, it will be easier to access! g
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Following the EU's decision earlier this morning to fund the transfer of the 400
unaccompanied children of Moria to the mainland of Greece, we got in touch with
the EU Commissioner, Ylva Johansson, aiming to express our concerns that:

#+ amangst the 400, there are many unaccompanied children who have already
received a positive dedision to be reunited with their family members in other
European countries. For unjustified reasans, the arrangement of their transfer to the
destination country has not taken place yel. There are children who received the
positive decision 5 months ago and, despite that, they have been still waiting to
travel to their families.

¥+ We find it crucial that these children will be transferred to the destination
country ASAP without further delays.

@+ there are much more children amongst the 400 identified, that have a pending
family reunification case for months. It would be very significant, if European States
could be reminded to speed up the process and apply the best interests of the child
principle effectively along the process. We have documented many unlawful
rejections of family reunification claims that we could bring to Commission's
attention upon request.

#¢ we asked the kind contribution of the Commissioner in calling the Greek State on
its responsibility to transfer the Moria unaccompanied children to appropriate for
their age shelters and provide them with direct access to information and legal
assistance. Protective custody could not be seen as a suggested alternative,

Finally, we underlined that we find it crucial that any decision taken as a response to
the emergency situation should not normalize further compromises to what is ought
to them from an ethical and legal perspective.
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Fire in Moria Camp: Those people's life has been on fire for longtime now but it
seems like Europe needs to smell the smoke of their burnt lives to grasp it.

These first hours are very crucial, 13.000 of people homeless out in the streets and
amengst them hundrends of unaccompanied children, Many of them are alone
children who have families in Europe and despite receiving a positive decision to
join them, they have been trapped into this hell for months,

Many others get their family reunification requests denied for unlawful reasons.

We are now waiting for the government's and Europe’s action imminent
tragedy.

non this

Any action taken needs to put first these children's protection and dignity,

1 Greece will be keeping yo ed on the situation while working towards
their imminent transfer to their familes.

w8 Giorgos Moutafis, Moria, 9/9/2020

(] Ixohio Kowomnoinon
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' 1 really miss school. I wish | could go again’-A,, unaccompanied girl, Athens

In a few days, the first bell of the school year will ring. Children from all across
Greace will start the school year. However, this is not the case for the thousands
unaccompanied refugee children who live rough on the streets, in Camp
detained under ‘protective custody’, these children that bell won't ring..inste
they will keep struggling to find safety and ways to survive

It is crucial that we keep fighting for the rights of all unaccompanied children, unti

ms Photo captured from our last field trip in Moria refugee camp
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'Hi, | don't have much time to speak to you. They might come back | stay in a house
with 7 adult men strangers to me. | need your help. | am afraid.’, his first words when
calied us at our Helpdesk first time one month ago,

M is one of the thousands of unaccompanied unregistered children on the move,
that Covid-1%9 lockdown forced them to seek for a place to sleep in overcrowded
apartments, shared with older men, in Athens.

An individually tailored emergency plan of support was instantly activated from our
Helpdesk Team for him including legal actions, risk identification, empowerment
support and communication with the competent Authorities,

Little M had to become safe and visible to the Greek State,

Today, M is being transfered to a safe shelter,
Tonight M will sleep protected.

However, his story reflects a broken child protection system. Even after receiving the
positive news of finding shelter, M was again left alone. There was no one there to
guide him and help him navigate,in a language foreign to him, through a series of
medical tests and administrative processes in order to be ‘admitted' at his new
piace,

COur Helpdesk had to cover this gap too.

Gurdianship is an absolute right of all children. More delays with the
implementation of the relevant Law and the due hand over to the Greek State might
cause the loss of many childhoods.
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I don't befieve the time will come that | will leave this place. | will stay here forever, |
know it’. These are the words of H,, 2 16 year old boy in Moria camp. His family
reunification request is positive and he should have already been transferred to
anather EU country, in the safe arms of his relative.

However, H,, as well as the majority of these children who have received a positive
answer, are still stuck in the toxic environment of Moria, exposed to countless risks,
instead of being safe and happy with their family members in other EU countries,

Right now, due to COVID 19, we fight against extreme delays of the issue of their
airtickets. Such long delays are contrary to children’s best interest and interfere with
their right to family life and unity, while clearly deteriorate further their mental
health, as they pase them on a standby mode for a long time.

For these children, leaving Mona Camp is a survival issue. It is more crucial than ever
that Europe hears their voice and provides them with the ticket out of the hell of
Moria,



EU, Can you hear me?
#donl_leavethekidsalone
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On 16 July 2020, Defence for Children International (DCI) and Human Rights Watch
(HRW) hosted a webinar on COVID19's impact on children deprived of liberty, which
was attended by more than 250 participants from different countries.

Read here the article 1!

NGO Panel for the Global Study on Children Deprived of Liberty
4 Auyodorow 2020 - Y

' Read here our article on Dci 15 and Human Rights Watch's Webinar on
#COVID1S's impact on Children Deprived of Liberty 1

4’1

https.//childrendeprivedofiiberty.info/webinarcovid 19childrendeprivedofliberty/
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Covid 19 lockdown found many unaccompanied children locked in detention
centers for their ‘protection’,

Mahmood was one of them.

‘When he first called us, he told us that he was in detention for months, first in police
stations and then in Amygdaleza prison,

Mahmood was immediately grouped with other unaccompanied minors and
followed our online empowerment sessions,

Constant updates and requests to the Authorities led today to his release and
transfer to a safe shefter.

No child shall be deprived of their liberty.

Covid 19 should not be seen as a legitimate reason for violating children's rights. In
contrary, these dare times we ask for more pratection of alone children, for more
safety and comfort.

DO Greece conducts info-empowerment sessions on a weekly basis. The first step of
our sesstons, is always risk identification, so we can act accordingly and offer the
best help for every individual case.

#donl_leavethekidsalons

Hinepd

I have no words to explain how happy |
am!!! Thanks soo much all of yoy @ &
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'The only good thing that happened to me all these months that | live in Moria, is
the paositive decision | received to my family reunification case, | am so happy about
it However, | don't understand why 4 months after the decision | am still here, |
cannot stand it any more’

Our Themida legal team, working on the family reunification applications of children



living inside and outside Moria Refugee Camp, in collaboration with @betterdays,
has received 2 more positive decisions the last weeks. 24 in total!

However, the majority of these children that received a positive answer are still stuck
in the toxic environment of Moria, exposed to countless risks, instead of being in the
safe arms of their families in other EU countries.

Right now, due to COVID 19, there are extreme delays to the issue of the tickets, At
the same time, 44 more cases are still pending and waiting to be reviewed by the
authorities of the Member States.

Such long delays are contrary to children’s best interest and interfere with their right
to family life and unity, while ciearly deteriorate further their mental health, as they
pose them on a standby mode for a long time.

Children residing inside or outside Moria Refugee Camp experience an additional
wave of persecutory harm, defined by serious breaches of their right to
psychological and emotional development, night to health, right to special
protection from all forms of violence. For this reason, it is important Member States
to take immediate action and speed up the whole procedure of family reunification
and especially children's transfer, where the reunification has been judged to be in
the best interest of the child and the family link between the child and the relative
has been established.

* Photo captured during the online sessions we had last week with the children
residing inside or outside Moria Refugee Camp.
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§+ Publication of the new Child Safeguarding paolicy and principles!

CHILD SAFEGLARDING
POLICY AND PRINCIPLES

Defence for Children International

- Jduly 2020



Defence for Children International

0

DOl is glad to announce the publication of the #new Child #Safeguardingl
& Principles, a guide that aims to ensure that in our contact with ren, they
are treated with #dignity and #respect

23 loukiow
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Read more: http//
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Inspirational words spoken by the children who participated in the last
empowerment sessions we held,

Transformation of deep trauma into enlightment and compassion is the most
powerful experience we can share with them.

Changing their victimhood self-perception into self-worthness is a key aim of our
empowerment efforts.

3 main pillars:
Safety-Release-Compassion

Each stage a journey on itself.
Qur children become the lighthouses in their communities spreading
understanding, compassion and humanity A

‘We will always be feeling grateful for having merged pathways with them at some
point,

Dring the afterwave of Covid-19 DOl Greece holds weekly
information/empowerment sessions with UACs, The project is called "Emergency
Response to Covid 19 Info & Empowerment Sessions’ and it is funded by EPIM,
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Cne day remaining!
Register and join our Webinar COVID's impact on #children deprived of liberty

15 louiki



S uly 16th 15CET/9EST

We will be discussing the implications of the pandemic in the lives of children
deprived of liberty, identify opportunities regarding access to child-friendly
justice systems and alternatives to detention, highlight good practices and share
insights about the next steps to enable child rights compliance and child
participation.

Registration here & hitp://owly/23V150AyKSA

More info: hitp/fow lykhdcS0AyKSE

Qs
[3"_‘) Mou opecet! C] Ixoho d) Kowomoinon .'
Q I paTE Bve oXaMO.., @ Q& @

c Defence for Children International Greece
Wl

14 louhion 2020 @

0n 2 July, the UN Human Rights Council discussed the recent report of the Special
Rapporteur an trafficking in persons, especially women and children, The report
stresses the undeniable link between migration and human trafficking and stresses
that “trafficked persons’ rights can be fully protected anly if migrants’ rights are
protected”,

The Child10 2020 Awardees who have partnered up with Child 10 this year to
address trafficking of children along the migration routes towards Eurcpe, have
written a joint statement in support of the findings and recommendations to states
set out in this report. Trafficking and exploitation of children along the migration
routes towards Europe is happening every day. We need our governments to act
now!

You can read the statement here:
https://child10.0rg/. foint-statement-comment-to-the.../

The HOME Project

Fundacitn Raices

Defence for Children Interational Greece
ECPAT Turkiye

RefugePoint

Greek Forum of Refugees

Dedalus cooperativa sociale
Ailedanigmanim

Action PRO

ADEPE Guinea

Child1o &

14 louhiow 2020

©On 2 July, the UN Human Rights Council discussed the recent report of the
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On 2 July, the UN Human Rights Council discussed the recent report of the Special
Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, especially women and children. The report



stresses the undeniable link between migration and human trafficking and stresses
that “trafficked persons’ rights can be fully protected only if migrants’ rights are
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“The key word is integration,” says Mr Iraklis Moskoff, National Rapporteur on
Combating Trafficking in Human Beings, adding: "This can be done through
educational practices. It is important that children are informed. Let's not just deal
with the roof and the food but also with what dangers are hidden for these
vulnerable people. It is necessary for children to be suspicious of what kind of
peopie may approach them.

These children are not enly victims, they are also survivors. They have experienced a
lot in life, they have survived harsh conditions. This makes them potentially
successful citizens, "If you empower them, they can achieve a lot in the future”

P

Intormation is crucial for childrens’ empowerment. Refugee children, not being
aware of their rights, they can easily fall victims in all kinds of exploitation.

D1 Greeece conducts info-empowerment sessions, on a weekly basis, aiming to
create a safe nest for every child in need.

allefsi-stin...

~Read More: https,//parallaximag.ar/.../paidiki-ekm
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‘I cant believe | am safe now! | have asylum! All this time | was living with the fear of
deportation back in Afghanistan.'

Our 17 year old A, we have been working with for more than a year, granted today
his asylum. Greece recognized him as a refugee and provided him with



intemational protection.

A, was tortured in his home country and was deprived of any sense of dignity safety
and security, His journey to Greece was difficult and dangerous considering the risks
he was exposed to. When A. came to our office one year ago, he was feeling lost
and hopeless. He was scared, homeless, living on the streets and was totally
unaware about his rights and asylum procedures. He was even detained for some
weeks under the scheme of protective custody and due to the lack of shelters.

One year later and A is living in a shelter, he is going to school while in the coming
months will receive the coveted passport. However, due to the lack of opportunities
for integration of recognized refugees, this protection may remain only in paper.
Recognized refugees are expected to leave assistance only 1 month after receiving
their asylum or become 18, the moment Greece has not managed yet to create a
successful programme for their smooth integration into society. As a result, they can
be exposed in serious risks, like homelessness, unemployment and exploitation.

Our Children's Rights Helpdesk is supporting children, in all the stages of the asylum
procedure, Send us a message!
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‘I don't remember when was the last time | had a conversation like that. From the
moment | came in Greece | only speak about my problems as a refugee.’

This was one of our deepest sessions yet. Except for our empowerment activities we
had a very meaningful open discussion with our children, that made us feel more
connected than ever!

During these challenging times, we keep connecting onling with our children,
providing them a sense of belonging and stability.

Maore info sessions coming soon! Register by sending us an inbox!

o’y Mou apéoed! ] Ixoho A» Kowomoinon -

Defence for Children International Greece
1 020 - &




- -
= 2 days left until the online expert roundtable - Deprivation of Liberty is a
deprivation of Childhood |

Register here 4 https://Inkd.in/eDFQGxG

More info 4 http yurl.com/y8s2eabn

LIBERTY
DEPRIVATION OF

CHILDHOOD e with Pr. Manfred Nowak
Agenda
o Opening of the Webinar
15,50~ 135N Quich remiinder of raes of tha webinat
1535 - TEADPH Walkcame e introduction
Saakio Briomont, MEP, Ca-Chair
of 1t Intergroup on the Rights of the Chie
: o Preaantation of tha Global Study
15401800 P Pr. Hantred Nowas. indegendent Expert leader of the Study
16.00-34.50 PM « Fablenne Keller, MEF/ Rerww
* Valeria Set1i EU Coordinator on the ROC
= JoBaecker (HR'W - NGO Panel for the (abal Study)
Vo 40 < 16,50 PM 0RA
R Canchisbons - Benalt Van Keirsbilck, Directar of Defence for Childrn

| Belgiim, Mamises of the Advisory Bonrd of the Study

The Global Study on Children Deprived of Liberty <)}

w4 0f Ty rermain an gt geoup ¥ q
avidence af these chilsn being In tect victims of further human rghts

DEFLRCE FUR CHLIRY
INTERNTID

Défense des Enfants International DEI Belgique
20 QY

T D-2 until the online expert roundtable - Deprivation of Liberty is a
deprivation of Childhood !

Register here 4~ https://Inkel.ir

More info 4 hitpsy/tinyur
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The sense of belonging is powerful. When unregistered, detained homeless, invisible
children become visible as part of a team for their first time. During the
empowerment sessions we run, our children learn to trust, respect and share
experiences.

Defence for Children International Greece
gy}

30

More of our group empowerment sessions, coming soon!
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5o happy our children, despite the great difficulties they have encountered,
eventually find the strength to keep going with their lives and access the right to
education.

W OX MO,

Maore and more of them go to school, study hard and regain their lost childhood
and a chance for a better life. We couldn’t be more proud for them!
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Do you want to join our team? &

‘p Defence for Children International Greece
18 louviou 2020 - &Y
¥+ DCI Greece is searching for an experienced fundraiser! s

If you are interested in cooperating with us and contributing to our work, send
us an email for more info on irenkont.dci@gmail.com, including your CV,

005
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Striving for a world where the protection of the children on the run will be the
ultimate responsibility of the entire humanity.

rlchre

Y Every action to protect them counts.
#WorldRefugeeDay
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#RefugeeDay

26 million
refugees
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4 Defence for Children International

Around 50% of the refugee population of the world are children and youth. In
their journeys and in the host communities, they are exposed to violence,
exploitation, discrimination and grave violations to their rights.

B Every action o protect them counts.
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#¢ DCI Greece is searching for an experienced fundraiser! §y

If you are interested in cooperating with us and contributing to our work, send us an
email for more info on irenkont.dci@gmail.com, including your OV,
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15 of their family,
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We couldn't be happier that, these minors, deprived of basic human rights, will
finally be able to restart their lives and regain their lost childhood! However, despite
the great ne e must never forget about the other children, trapped inside the
camp or ‘jungle’ of Moria. They need our help and support more than ever!

These great outcome would not have been achieved without the great efforts and
collaboration of Together for Better Days on Themida | & || projects.
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Today is world day to fight child labor & # il I
Children on the move are extremely vulnerable, with thousands of them being
homeless and unregistered. These ‘invisible’ children are forced to work endiess
haurs, for food or a place to sleep and are also exposed to the risk of trafficking and

other forms of ex| ion.

Times are more challenging, due to COVID-19 and refugee children are more
vulnerable than ever

We need to be next to these children, supporti
authorities, in order to make a posi

ng them and bringing the issue to the
change in their lives.

¢ denying children their fundamental rights to health, education and safety,
children are exposed to countless risks, including child labour

WORLD DAY AGAINST
(HILD LABoVR

' , Defence for Children International Greece
L 1 § 20 @
Her Majesty Queen Silvia of Sweden's Foundation will support o
protection and f
exploitation

We feel honored and grateful for her trust and interest in our waork! We are inspired
Ly her Majesty’s yearly fight against trafficking of children on the run.

* Children on the run are in terrible danger, including in refugee camps and along
the migration routes. Children are at great risk of disappearing and being subjected

r Crganisation’s
ling services to children on the move in risk of sexual
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and provide support to children have better conditions for running their business,
and that is why | am very pleased that my foundation is working with Child 10 in
their important work” says H.M, Queen Silvia

We would also like to express our deepest gratitude towards Child 10 for its
commitment to support our work and create important channels for strengthening
our efforts on the ground.

Read the Press Release here:

httpsy//child 0.0 fh-m-gueen-silvia-of-
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“Look, | have a bed! The sheets smell so good! It is the greatest place on earth!”.

These are the words 16 year old P. told us during a Skype call, after he was
transferred to a safe shelter. The boy spent months in detention, under ‘protective
custudy’, because he was homeless, A shelter is more than a survival necessity for
children on the move. It gives them a sense of belonging, a sense that they have a
base, after months,or even years of travelling. It gives them the strength and power
to follow their dreams, And also, most impartantly, gives them back their lost
childhood

The story: The boy called our Helpdesk in despair, informing us that he was in prison
for months. He was transferred from police station to police station, without even
understanding what he did wrong. We explained the procedures and took all
necessary legal steps required for his release informing at the same time the
competent authorities. Finally, a safe and age appropriate shelter was granted for
him.

Despite the great efforts from the official authorities of accommodation, there are

thousands of unaccompanied, homeless children that get arrested and placed under
protective custody, due to the lack of sheiters.
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There is no life that counts more than another life.

All human beings regardiess race and ethnicity deserve to walk through this land
with dignity and freedom. However, millions of people still face discriminations due
to their race and skin colour.

Even when it comes to the migration context, we have witnessed very often children
of certain ethnicities to be treated by the states as of a second category of children
with less rights,

Racism cultures can manifest in many different ways in our societies,



All together we can stand for the right of all these pecple.

Today, we stand with #blacklivesmatte

movement and the hastag of this campaign

OO 1 KOV
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Happening today, on the International Day for Protection of Children (fun
Thousands of recognised refugees, including families with children are forced to
leave their shelters within a month from the day they receive their asylum decision,

a time-frame that used to be up to 6 months. They will face homelessness, which
can expose them to countless rnisks, the moment Greece has not managed yet to
create a successful programme for their smooth integration into society. Recognised
refugees are expected to leave assistance, but they do not have effective access to
social benefits and support. As a result, there are countiess barriers they need to
overcome, to ensure a dignified life for themselves and their families,

Thousands face homelessness in Greek refugee relocation push

o8
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¥+ Depriving children of their liberty is never in their best interest!

In Greece, and despite the great efforts made from the official authorities of
accommadation, there are countless children in detention under 'protective
custody’. Unfortunately, this practise has been more and more common, due to the
covid-19 crisis

Despite the fact that the European Court of Human Rights has condemned Greece
for detaining refugee children, hundreds of them are still detained in police stations
or prisons due to the lack of shelters.

Greece, such as e
that exist, w
that impede chil

ry other State, must adopt the various alternatives to detention
includes non-custodial measures and remove procedural barrier:
dren from being released.




How Covid-19 affects
children deprived of liberty?

4’. Defence for Children International

: @
§e Depriving children of their liberty is never in their best interest!
States must adopt the various altematives to detention that exist, which includes
non-custodial measures and remove procedural barriers that impede children
from being released,
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25 Mai
» Today marks the 20th anniversary of the adoption of the two Optional

Protocols to the Convention on the Rights of the Child: the Gptional Protocol on the
Involvernent of Children in Armed Conflict (OPAC) and the Optional Protocol on the
Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography (OPSC).
There is still a long way until the effective implementation of the protocols is a
norm. There are millions of children, whose rights are being violated every single
day.
On this day DCI calls for the universal ratification for non-States Parties and effective
implementation for States Parties of the Optional Protocols.
sdont_leavethekidsalone

Read more: https//bitly/2A6B31L

Optional Protocel on Sale of
Children, Child prostitution and
Child Pornography -OPSC

20th Anniversary! E

e

npiiogul Protocol on the
Invalvement of Children
inArmed Conflict-OPAC
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£ M European paper position! & Following the research carried out as part of the
Child Friendly Justice in action project, DEI Belgium publishes, together with DCI
GREECE and DCI ITALIA, a positioning paper that contains findings and
recommendations for better respect for children's rights in migration proceedings.

In migration, children are involved in different administration and justice
proceedings. However, these migration-related procedures are generally not
adapted to the specific needs of children and do not allow the exercise of their
rights,

{ The positioning document - Strengthening children’s rights in migration-related
administrative and justice proceedings:
(avallable in EN ko oo EAAMVIKG)
EN: https://bit ly/2TuN7R2
GR: https:/ Mot ly/27tz42c

Learn maore about the Child Friendly Justice Project here: hitfps/fwww. clinetwork.eu)
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s 50 happy to announce that shelter was found for 1., an unaccompanied minor
that was living rough on the streets for several weeks, while afterwards, due to
COVID 19 and the quarantine, he was forced to live in a shared apartment with
adults, We detected the child through the online sessions we run and immediately
took all the necessary steps for his transfer to a safe facility.

The story:

Dwring one of our online info sessions back in April the 16 year old boy, told us:
‘Due to the lockdown, | cannot go outside and wisit the youth centers like before, |
have to stay in a tiny apartment with many people 24/7. | am afraid,’ In fact, during
the video chat the DCI team had with the minor, an adult approached him to check
who he is talking to. The boy seemed terrified. When the info session ended, we had
a private call with him. He informed us that he is staying with 15 adults he doesn't
know and has never seen before. He confessed that he is scared every night and
that he cannot sleep. We immediately informed, by submitting legal reports, the
official authorities of accommedation about the situation, as well as the Juvenile
Prosecutor and the Ombudsman that the child is in great risk of exploitation.

Of course, despite the great news and the efforts from the authorities, there are still
thousands of homeless children, at risk of exploitation

#dont_leavethekidsalone

- =
Wow thats great

You
Qk??

Ok ok thank you very much
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‘We continue our online group info sessions every single week, informing our
children about COVID-19, their pending cases and also offering psychological
support. We are always trying to be a reference point in their lives, that will create a
sense of belonging.

These children have already been living in dare conditions, some of them homeless,
in shared apartments with adults or in overcrowded camps. We will keep going,
always staying next to every child in need!

If you need any help, support or advice during this difficult times, register by
sending us an inbox message!

hekids
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THE IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON THE VULNERABLE CHILDREN

Unaccompanied child, currently living outside Moria Refugee Camp, suffers all his
life from severe psoriasis, The child does not have access to medical support, while
the current living environment deteriorates further his health condition, DCI Greece
met the child during the last mission to Maria Camp, and took all the necessary
legal actions and invelved every authority, so as the child to be transferred as soon
as possible in a safe facility. A positive result was achieved after some day and a
shelter in the mainland was granted. However, due to COVID 19 the transfer is still
pending. DO Greece is currently putting pressure to the authorities so as to
guarantee the transfer of the child.

There are currently hundrends of unaccompanied vulnerable children in Moria
Camp. Even though some of them have the chance to escape this hell, covid-19 has
delayed every single progress that could be made to improve the life of the
children,

Greece #dont_leavethekidsalone
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Breaking Update!! #nochildindetention, Another positive outcome on a detention
case, in less than a week!, Our efforts on this case finally paid off and the
unaccompanied 16 year old minor from Syria that was detained since February in a
police cell, facing the danger of deportation, is now released and in a safe shelter!

a

However, despite the great news and the efforts from the official authorities of
accommaodation, there are still hundreds of children that due to the shortage of
available shelters are detained under the scheme of “protective custody’.

#endchilddetention, #dont_leavethekidsalone

Defence for Children International Greece

18 @efpovapion 2020 -
&% Homeless, undocumented child ended up a week ago in a police cell under
the scheme of protective custody, without being provided with legal information
and suppaort. The boy called us today in despair, asking for help, since he now
faces the danger of deportation!
Qur lawyer visited him at the Police station, informed him about his Rights and
the Procedures and took all the legal steps required for his asylum application
and his release!

Despite the fact that the European Court of Human Rights has condemned
Greece for detaining refugee children, hundreds of them are still detained in
police stations or prisons due to the lack of shelters.

#nochildindetention #endchilddetention #dont_leavethekidsalone
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11 Mafou 2020 @
B¢ This is Ahmad and Ali, 16 years old from Afghanistan, When they learned that
their family reunification applications have been accepted they gave us their
warmest smile. They will soon travel to Sweden and Finland so as to live with their
relatives and they will try to leave behind whatever made them sad during their stay
in Moria Camp.

Our lovely boys we wish you the best of luck in this new beginning, hoping that life
from now on will always smile back at you!

Since December DCI Greece undertook 62 cases of family reunification which are
still running despite COVID 19, Legal support is more crucial than ever . A great
number of refugee children have family members in other EU countries and have
the right to apply for family reunification, under the Dublin Il Regulation. However,
without proper legal support, the minors never get informed or get any help,
regarding the requirements of this complicated procedure. As a result, hundreds of
them are left alone in Greece with no parent or caretaker, even though they have
family members in another EU state.

EU these hard times #dont_leavethekidsalone

The 'Themida Legal Intervention’ program was designed and launched on the 13th
of December 2019 in collaboration with Together for Better Days!
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New Open letter #achvocacy

[l GREECE and 19 other NGOs and Lawyers call for voting against provisions that
jeopardize fundamental rights of applicants for international protection

[scroll down for Greek]

Athens, 7 May 2020 - Following a joint memorandum sent to the Minister of
Immigration and Asylum and Parliament on 5 May, twenty NGOs and lawyers
highlight that provisions of the new asylum bill further jeopardize the rights of
applicants of international protection and also the guarantees of the asylum
procedure as a whole,

They note that the constant changes in the law in a short period of time - without
even taking into consideration the multiple issues arising from the implementation
of the existing asylum legislation - are creating further delays, while there are
provisions that do not reflect the reality in the field, which may lead to violations of
national and EU law.

Amang others, the new measures:

* maintain the examination of asylum applications of unaccompanied children with
the fast-track procedures (Law 4636/2019), which is not in their best interest, a
provision that needs to be amended,

* abaolish the priority of examining asylum claims of vulnerable asylum seekers
{unaccompanied children, victims of torture, violence, etc.), risking their exclusion
from the more favorable treatment provided by EL law for their protection,

* further reduce deadiines, particularly for appeals,

* abolish the possibility of the Independent Appeals Committees to refer cases 1o
the Ministry of Immigration and Asylum for the issuance of residence permits for
humanitarian reasons, endangering the fundamental rights of people who, although
not entitied of international protection, have the right to reside in Greece, such as
unaccompanied children and people with serious health problems,

“ further generalize the use of administrative detention, making this method the
norm, against the provision of EL law, where it is an exception,

Steps such as the establishment of the new Special Secretariat for the Protection of
Unaccompanied Children can work positively, as long as the guardianship institution
Is launched and steps are taken to end the detention,/protective custody” of
unaccompanied children, The timely staffing of the new Secretariat with properly
trained staff and coordination with the other competent autharities, in particular the
Mational Centre of Social Solidarity, should be ensured.

Many of the provisions of the bill will have severe conseguences for the lives of
thousands of people, depriving them of access to fundamental rights, again
undermining the European acquis in the field of asylum, and in fact will ensure
neither the improvement ner the faster completion of the asylum procedures.

For these reasons, the organizations call on Members of Parliament not to proceed
with the voting on the contested provisions of the draft law.

Signatory Organizations: ActionAid Hellas, AITHMA, APEIE - Kowwvikr) Opydviagn
YnooTpEng NEwy, ASB, Médecins du Monde Greece - Nompol Tow Kéopow, AlkTuo
yux Tor Akonwpara Tou Madow- Network for Children's Rights, DRC Greece
(Aovikd FupBoiiio yia Towg Npoapuyeg), Defence for Children International Greece
(DCI Greece), AoTlpo - KEvTpo Mivaiksiun MeAeTuy ket Epeuviay / CRWI Diatima,
Equal Rights Beyond Borders, ional Rescue Ce ittee {IRC), EAMWIKG
Fuppoudo ya toug Npdaguyeg - Greek Council for Refugees (EXN), Greek Forum
of Refugees (EAANvikS Papoup Npoopiyuwy), HIAS Greece, HumanRights360, Legal
Center Lesvos, MNTpuwo AKnyopwy Nopknig Euwdpopnic Yrnpeoiog AcGiou,
@ymooripEn Npooguywy oto Ayaio (RSA), SolidarityNow, Terre des hommes
Hellas = ' Twv avBpwmwy, The HOME Project.

AEATIO TYNOY/PRESS RELEASE: 20 Opyaviwoeig Kol voukol {nrouy v
kerronprpotouy Swmakag mou Bitouy o KivBuvo Bamka Sroupiomo Twy
aiTouyTwy SieBvr TpoaTagia

ABrve, 7 Mafou 2020- Eikool opyovioelg TG KoOWwviag Twy TIOAITWY Kot Vool
Tovifouy, OF GUVEXELD KOIVOU UTTOMVROTOE TIoW EOTELAOY OTOV YTIoUpYS
MeETaVaaTELONG Ko AGUADUL Kai o1 Bouhr) oTig 5 Mafou, 6T SwarTde, Tou viou
VOPOGKESION yiot TO GouAo BETOUY OF TIEPAITE W KIVEUVD T SIKCUDHCTE T
alTouvTwy SieBvi Tpootaoia kot Tig eyyurioe TNG Siadikasiog aomiiou.
EnpEiuvouy OTL OF DUVEXELS CAADYEG OTOUE VOUOUE HEDO OF OUVTOMD YpOVIKD
EuogTrpoma - Ko P Xwpic v Exouv Anpel vy Ta moAkamAd {nTrpora
TIOU TEPOKUTITOWN OTEG TNV EPOPHOYT) TG WPHoTAUEVNG vopodeoicg oTov TopER Tou
aouhou- Snuoupyouy TEpaITEpL KaBUTTEPROEL, evid unapyouy Somalsg mou &2
Ao ovouy LMoY TV TTPOYHOTIKOTITG OT0 MEeSo, of oToisg pmopsi va
odnynoouy os X Tou Ko w0 Sikoriow,

METOED GAMu, To vEa PETpO:

* Suenpoty TNV eEETOON Ty arTAoEwy aoUAow TWY acuvoSEUTWY TICBIWV HE
TeUppuByed Slabikaoieg (Voo 4636/2019), o ONolEL, SE OUWGSOW JE TO




BEATIOTO GULEPOV TOUC, TIDOBAEWN TION TIPETIEL Ve TROTIOTIONHEL,

* KOTOpYoUY TNV TIpOTEpaionoinon eEETaonG Twy cITNHATWY CouAcu Twv
ELAAMITWV CITOOWTLWY Goudo (oouvodeuta nonbiud, Bopora Baooviotnpiwy, Biag
KATE), pE SioKUPEupa TOV OMOKAEIONS TOUG oMo TNV EUVOIKOTEDN PETAXELpLOT) TIou
To vk Bikowo TpofAENEL yio TNV TpOOTaOia TOUG,

* CUPPIKVIIVOUY TIERCUTERL TiC TIPOBEORIES, 15iwg TG TTRoopLUYAG

* KaTapyouy T SuvatdTnTa Twy AVEEGpTnTwy EmTpomun Mpoapuylin va
TIPOTEUTOUY GTO YTOUPYEID METoMGOTEVTNG Kol ACUAOY yit THY EkBoan abeiag
Sopovig yie ovBpwmomikolg Adyous, BETovTog o8 KivBUVO amOKAELGHOD omd
BeEpehisn SIKIIUOTE TOUG cvBpHUTIoNE TToU, GV Kol Jn Sikenouyol Siefvoig
MpooTagiag Exouy To SiKaiwjia Tapapovic Ty EAANVIKE EMKPATER, GTWE
EVBEIKTIRG 0L GOUVOSEUTOL OvIAKOL KOl 01 TAoyoVTEC omd cofoapd npofifuota
uyeiag,

* YeviKeDoUY TIEpTERW Triv ELBolr TG SIOMNTIKAS KpATNong, Ko loTuvTag 10
£V ADYW PETPO TovV Kavova, Evovt tng ebaipeanc mou TpofAETe 1o evwoiaks
Bixono,

Brijporta omwe n ouotaon g veas Bl Mpoppareiog NpooTaoiog ACuWOSEuTWY
Monduwy pmopel vor AeToupyrjoouy BeTikd, epogoy Tapdahinia SpopohoynBel o
Beopac TG EMTROTELRG Kot yivouy OAEC O CMOpOiTTEG EVERYEIES Yut TOV
TEPHOMIONS TNG KPATNONG/«TIPOOTATEUTIKG (PUACENG: TWY ouOGEUTUN
v, So MPETIEL WOTOC0 wor SiopaMoTEL ) EyKoupr) OTEAEXWION TG VeI
TPOPPOTELDS PE KOTAAANAC EXTICLGEVHEVO TIPOOWITIKD KO O TUNTOMIOUOE JE TIG
UMOACITIEG appoSIiE; apyee, OTwe 16iwe To EBviko Kévtpo Kowwvikng
AMAnAzyyune,

Mokkéc amd T Srdale Tow vopooyediou Ba Exouy cofupés ouvenaeg oTig Jweg
AdSwv avBpuTwy, oTEpUVTAG Toug Trv Mpdopacn o Bepehusbn Swaopoe,
BiyovTag ek vEDU TO EUPWITIAIKG KEKTRLEVO OTOV TORER TOU GoBAO, VU OTNY
MPayUaTIKOTN Te 58 Sieogari{ouy olte Tn BeAtiwon, ol oUTE Kav Trv
EMTEYWON Ty SISOy agiAoy,

Tiot Toug AdYoug ouTole oL OPYOVICELS KOAOUY TOUG BOUAEUTES var pny
MPOXWEACOW Ty WigLon Twy enlpayuwy Sworalewy Tou axedlou vduou.
Signatory Organizations: ActionAid Hellas, AITHMA, APIIE - Kowtavikn Opydvwon
Ynootnpéng Mewy, ASE, Médecins du Monde Greece - Natpol Tow Koopou, AikTuo
yia Ta Atkoatopore Tou Modion- Network for Children's Rights, DRC Greece
(Aorvikd Tupflooiwo ya toug Npooyuyec), Defence for Children International Greece
(DCI Greece), AoTipa - Kevtpo Mvoikeiwy Mehstuv ko Epeuviay / CRWI Diotima,
Equatl Rights Beyond Borders, International Rescue Committee (IRC), EAAvIkS
Fupfouio yia Toug Npoopuyes - Greek Council for Refugees (EEM), Greek Forum
of Refugees (EAAnvixo Popoup Mpooguyww), HIAS Greece, HumanRights260, Legal
Center Lesvos, MnTpwo Aknyopuwy Mopxng Zuvdpopns Yrnpeoiog Aouhou,
@YmoaTipén Mpoogiywy oto Aryaio (RSA), SolidarityNow, Terre des hommes
Hellas - ' Twv cvBpwmwy, The HOME Project.

EFSYN.GR

Ifpo KwSUvou EXTIEUTIOUV OPYAVWOELS Yid TO VEO V/T yia To doulo
DpyavLwIoE Kol vopikol {nroiy va xaroprgie SiomaEag mouw Bétow e KL,
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¢ Happening Now!! '| am happy today! ! he texted us earlier this moming 4%
‘after so many months | am finally getting out of prison. From the moment | arrived
in Greece | changed so many different police stations and cells, without having
committed any crime. They were telling me they do that for my protection.’

After several months the 16 year old unaccompanied boy that was detained in
Amygdaleza prison today was finally released and transferred in a safe and
appropriate for his needs place!! 4

The story:

The boy called our Helpdesk during March in order to be released from prison. He
was more than five months detained as he told us, being transferred from police
station to police station and then to the pre removal center of Amygdaleza. His
overall emofional state was very crucial. We immediately involved the competent
authorities asking for his immediate transfer to a proper shelter. This was followed
by concrete legal actions from our side. Shelter was then found in Ritsona Camp
but due to COVID - 19 the transfer could not be made. DTl Greece kept up the
communications with the Autharities, submitted additional legal reports. On April
the efforts led again to another positive result and a decision was made that the
unaccompanied boy will be released and transferred in a safe shelter in Attica. Covid
1% once again acted as an obstacle and in combination with the deficiencies of the
Greek asylum system the boy was not transferred immediately. After countless
communications and strategic plans,the boy today was finally transferred to the
facility!!

The European Court of Human Rights has condemned Greece for detaining refugee
children, however hundreds of them are still detained in police stations or prisons

i b A fal el e
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3

er Days and DCI Greece launched in December 2019 the “Themida
N program, in order to help unaccompanied minors in Moria camp
with their family reunification cases,

since then, we administered a total of 69 family reunification cases, from which &
have received a positive answer, Despite all the difficulties regarding COVID-19, the
other cases are still running and we are working on them actively, until we get the
best results for our children!

Thank you @togetherforbetterdays for the great cooperation!

ane

i» Together for Better Days
== 6 Mot 20 QY

"It is hard to explain this to a family member..they ask almost every day for an
update but there is little more we can do. We remind the Dublin authorities of
the importance of fulfilling their obligation towards these children and
completing the process of reunification with the family by finalizing the traveling
arrangements. Of course, receiving a positive answer is a great victory for us and
the children. However time passes, and knowing the experiences of these poor
kids in the camp, it breaks your heart to see them stuck there instead of with
their loved ones” says Romane Bernet, BD's Legal Program Officer.
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13th of December 2019. To this day De nal ¢
& Better Days administered a total of 69 family reunification cases, from which &
have received a positive answer. In April alone, 2 family reunification cases for
Sweden and one for Finland ended successfully. We are now waiting for the
destination countries to finalize the minors traveling arrangements; this is the
last step of the family reunification process held in Greece and what still
separates them from their loved ones,

Restrictions on travel are soon to be lifted which gives us hope and reasons to
request the immediate transfer of positive reunification cases from Moria camp,
Similarly, when another boy received his positive answer in December, no one
anticipated he would still be in Moria 4 months after. He has since endured
another 4 months of trauma in an unsafe and toxic environment while his
brother lives and waits for him in Holland.

@ for Children Internat

‘We can't forget. There are 5424 recognized unaccompanied children in Greece
of whom over 1000 are homeless or living in unsafe hosting conditions. Leave
no one behind.

#Mayorsa
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#¢ For those who did not attend the webinar of April 2020, “Strengthening the
rights of the child in migration-related judicial and judicial proceedings” is now
available on Youtube!

The webinar is part of the Child Friendly Justice in Action project, in collaboration
with Defence for Children International - Belgium and Defence for Children
International - Italy

Our Advocacy Officer Spyros Apergis spoke, on behalf of DCI Greece, about the
importance of access to information and legal support at an early phase of the
asylum procedure in Greece.

For more info about the project ‘Child Friendly Justice in Action’ you can visit
hitps:

w.clinetwork.eu/our-mission

This webinar is based on the results of the Child Friendly Justice — In Action project’s
field and desk research conducted in six countries { Greece, Spain, The MNetherlands,
Italy, France and Belgium) with a particular focus on the situations in Greece, Italy
and Belgium. CFJ-1A project aims at assessing the gaps and shortcomings of the
Jjudicial system applying to children in migration. It also gathers the voices of
accompanied and unaccompanied children seeking asylum in those countries,

COE GUIDELINES ON | RS
CHILD-FRIENDLY JUSTICE

i
YOLITLIBE.COM
Strengthening the rights of the child in administrative and judicial
procedures related to migration
o 1 2 KOWOTTOIDEL,
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hekidsalone

Relocate children for
their safety!
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Containment measures for the #COVIDT 9 such as the closing of borders and
restrictions on movement should not impede migrant or refugee children or
block their right to request asylum and be reunited with members of their
families. Support Defence for Children Intermational Greece and other
humanitarian organizations, asking the government for immediate preventive
measures of protection for the children on the move.

¥+ Support our call for relocation - https://bitly/2yRkm&pP

#dont _I|".'I\‘I'i"'l Saione
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More information sessions coming next week for our children! If you need any help,
support or advice during this difficult times, register by sending us an inbox
message!

You are not alonel We are all together in this!

#dont_leavethekidsalone

Q0:
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‘We all now feel the same pain’, one of the minors said to all of us in the end of our
last session,

Online connection with unaccompanied minors makes them feel 3 sense of
belonging, heals their continuous trauma and enables us to do risk identification on
each individual case,

These days are very tough for all of us, but we try our best to keep providing for our
children. We are unable to conduct our information sessions in the traditional way,
but it is crucial to keep connecting with them online. This gives our children the
chance to talk about their problems and get informed regarding current issues, such
as COVID-19, progress on their asylum cases etc. We also included a psychologist
and a doctor, and did some, much needed, healing exercises. After every info
session, we have private talks with the ones we teel need to share more and are at
risk of exploitation, so we can act accordingly.

It's more important than ever, during these difficult times, to keep supporting every
child in need

#dont_leavethekidsalone

Stay tuned! More info sessions coming next week!
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@ Anthoula Marmaras

So proud of what you dol!

Mou apeor!  Amdvenon
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The hidden victims of Covid 19,
We need to be by their side offering our services more than ever before.
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COVID-19 has changed everything. However, people’s needs never stop existing.
Today, much needed good news reached our Helpdesk! A 2 year old child with
severe health issues and her widowed mother, will soon be transferred to a safe
shelter! Cur efforts on this case finally paid off and, with the great cooperation of
the offidal authorities of accommodation, an apartment in Athens is granted , so the
little girl will be able to continue her treatment with her doctors. It is more crucial
than ever, during these challenging times, not to let down any child in need! DCI
Greece will keep fighting for every single one of them! @
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‘We call on governments and other authorities to urgently release children at risk

and provide alternatives for them.

Tt T OYETIKG w»

o

MNEWS.UN,
Detained children at 'grave risk’ of contracting COVID-19 - UNICEF
chief
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Stay tuned! Thank you Ve uth @
Velos Youth
10 Anpiiou 2020 @
Defence for Children International Greece will run a virtual workshop next week

on current Legal and Medical information! ¢ @&
If you are interested to attend, send us a private message for more details i (2

wdghs Jlsilbl b $)les s8)18 %, Defense for Children International aisis aias
A8 anles 5 lad GSdy s

wogas ply ls gy iy Olellbl Gly o giues aise) g 33 S 4y sie aiile 1
2 @S oyl

Jaz Jiball £ asnlll ol Jae ddipy ddgadl Jlabll oo ploall dalria alaiy
B @18 dgbnlly GigilEl] Sloghuall
20 Jeoladll pa el Gols Al W duyl s jgesall pé ey s 13
Detence of children international uw @@ Olaglea wubs 45l wigils iy aaiil
Sty i) Sjlae S Glaie -
0 ot i i Sul ey U S DModl e 8 b il LS S8 Wﬁ

e g difes sl A wers o wEa g9 B seafds
Gl e e 5T @ 4
wreifa wff Geife wrets B wle WEe S Ge SreiE A0 afgrs

T (A QP

online #information #collaboration

th #Fyoung #people

#athens #organisations #y

AEITE T pETGUpROIOT)

o a 2 o ohic

1Y Mou apéosd (] Ixehio A Kowomoinan o-

. TpayTE Eva oxoMo.
=

- Stergio Agrokostas
o UMOPOUHE Yot SNALOOUHE

‘Ohex T oyoha »

Movu apéanil  Amévinon
Tpagrte fva oxoMo...

’ Defence for Children International Greece
0-@
These challenging times, it is important to remember that more than 1000




unaccompanied children in Lesvos do not have a safe place to stay in. These
children remain trapped in Maoria Camp and the over expanded Jungle without
even having safe access to clean water so as to wash their hands and take a bath

A Statement from inside Moria

A statement from a Moria Camp resident to all of us. leftvsion, leftvislon.de
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% Message toall our children!

Defence for Children International Greece
tpiiou 2020 - gy

During this Covid-19 pandemic, it is crucial for all of us to be properly informed
Here you can find useful information on how to protect yourself and others from
COVID-19. @ %

How do | protect myself from the virus?

1) Wash your hands with soap and water or a hand sanitizer with at least 60%
alcohol for at least 30 seconds.

2) Avoid close contact with people that are sick { coughing, sneezing etc}
3) Avoid touching your face

4} Make sure you clean and disinfect surfaces that you touch often, for example
your mobile phone.

Keep contacting us, as always, regarding all your questions via our inbox or
Instagram page (@defenceforchildrengr) and stay updated about our online group
information sessions!
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#¢ Q8A LIVE NOW on instagram! @defenceforchildrengr

f'w defenceforchildrengr




Send us your questions !
Lo 3 539 OL) U dilgine lads
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¥+ Scroll down for Farsi.We would like to inform our children that DCI Greece is still
working, and we are still here to provide our help to any child in need! As in the
past weeks we will keep replying to your messages and guestions despite the
Coronavirus!! You can contact us via inbox on our Facebook page or instagram!
Furthermore, due to the fact that we are unable to do our information sessions in
the conventional way, we will soon start @, ONLINE INFORMATION SESSIONS!
From Thursday also and every day we will have Q&A time on our Instagram! Stay
updated, follow us on instagram also @defenceforchildrengr and spread the
message toyour friends! You are not alone! §§ i
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1 A much needed positive outcome reached our Helpdesk today from Finland this
time, regarding one of the family reunification cases we undertook in our latest
mission in Moria Camp some weeks agoll

Our lovely H. soon you will be with your uncle!

[uring our last mission in late February we undertook more than 35 cases of family
reunification which are still running despite the situation with COVID 19, Legal



support is more crucial than ever!

EU these hard times #dont |

Photos from our last mission in Lesvos, Moria! Thank you so much Together for
Better Days for the amazing collaboration in running these activities on the ground
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Despite the quarantine, DCl Greece is standing by the side of every child on the
mave that needs our help.

The deadlines on the asylum procedures are still on, even though almost every
authority Is currently operating with emergency staff, due to the coronovirus
situation, Providing legal support to refugee children is more crucial than ever.

“Important note: Every child in need can send us an inboxanytime!
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NEW OPEN LETTER!

Thank you efsyn.gr for publishing our open letter regarding the asylum procedures
and public health (read article in greek here: hitps)//www.efsyn.gr/node/236577)
FOR ENGLISH, SCROLL DOWN &

Protect the most vulnerable to ensure protection for everyone!
‘Restore legality to protect refugees and the society at large amidst the pandemic’
Open letter signed by 121 Organizations

To

The President of Greece, Katerina Sakellaropoulou

The President of the Hellenic Parliament, Constantine An, Tassoulas

The Prime Minister of Greece, Kyriakos Mitsotakis

The President of the European Parliament, David Sassoli

The President of the European Council, Charles Michel

The President of the European Commission, Ursula von der Leyen

The UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Filippo Grandi

The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Michelie Bachelet

The Commissioner for Hurnan Rights of the Council of Europe, Dunja Mijatovic
The Director General of the Worid Health Crganization, Tedros Adhanom

Athens, 25 March 2020 - Recalling the letter issued on 6 March 2020, signed by
more than 250 organizations throughout Europe, the undersigned organizations
reiterate the dangers stemming from persisting in current arrangements on the
management of the reception of asylum seekers and the respect for their right to
seek asylum in Greece. Apart from violating national, EU and international laws,
amid the pandemic, these arrangements also pose a major public health danger,
arising from overcrowding in Greece's Reception and Identification Centers (RICs)
and in the country’s detention centers,

Asylum seekers, amongst them many children, who entered Greece with the aim of
seeking protection are being detained for the purposes of return, as a result of the
Emergency Legislative Decree (E.LD) issued on 1 March 2020. The ELD. has
suspended the registration of asylum applications allowing for the immediate
deportation of those entering the Greek territory to their countries of origin or
Turkey. A large number of refugees and migrants are now being held in prisons and
In formal and informal detention centers that keep springing up throughout Greece,
This is happening without ensuring minimum standards of hygiene or protection,
even during this public health emergency. They are deprived of the right to apply
for asylum and are detained under the threat of deportation. In a breach of all
international Conventions that protect the right to seek asylum, Greek Courts have
imposed severe penalties on them,

‘We stress that the suspension of the right to seek asylum and the violation of the
principle of non-refoulement is an unprecedented abrogation of international
abligations in post-war Europe. At the same time, following the Greek Asylum
Service's suspension of operations, in the context of sodal distancing to curb the
spread of the coronavirus, the backlog of asylum applications and the uncertainty of
asylum seekers who arrived in Greece before the 1st of March are growing daily, as
no interim procedures have been defined,

More importantly, the coronavirus pandemic is threatening to affect refugee
accommaodation sites and camps. The camps, especially on the Aegean islands,
suffer from severe overcrowding and lack of adequate sanitary facilities, making it
impossible to ensure social distancing and hygiene conditions for both residents
and employees, This poses a major threat to public health for both asylum seekers
and for society as large, Similarly, the significant increase in the number of third-
country nationals placed in administrative detention, in the weeks preceding and
especially those following the ELD., notwithstanding issues of legality, puts the
health of detainees and employees alike at grave risk.

‘We address all competent Greek authorities, requesting:

+ To immediately protect public health with steps designed to protect those residing
in camps, camp employees and society at large. The first step should be to urgently
decongest the istands, by prioritizing the transfer of those asylum seekers who are
most at risk to the Greek mainland or to other EU Member States, in a manner that
will protect the health of all involved, as well as public health.

+ To rescind the EL.D, which is due to expire on 2 Apnil 2020; to darify that refugees
who have entered Greece after 1 March 2020 will be granted protection and to
suspend deportation decisions that, especially during the pandemic, jeopardize the
lives, health, freedom and basic rights of returnees. Reinstating access to asylum,
and in particular respecting the principle of non-refoulement, will restore the state
of legality.

+ To impl it ives to ¢ ion tor all inistrative detai throughout
Greece, and to prevent ongoing arrests by the police authorities on account of the
lack of legal documents for the duration of the pandemic.

« To take all necessary measures to ensure that, even under these emergency
conditions, everyone wishing to apply for asylum will be able to do so before the
Greek Asylum Service, in a way that safeguards the health of asylum seekers and
employees alike.

‘We once more address the Institutions of the European Union and all member
states, requesting:

+ To safeguard the right to seek asylum, one of the core rights underlying the fabric
of post-war Eurcpe, by exercising their responsibility to ensure all EU member states
comply with their international obligations.

« To establish timely and fair relocation mechani: that will, at mini , kake the
most vulnerable, such as children and people with disabilities, away from the Greek
Islands and into appropriate accommaodation within the reach of health services. As
this is a health emergency, relocation should be facilitated, keeping only necessary
checks to avoid spread of Covid-19.

« To support the Greek Government in its effort to safeguard public health, which
can only be achieved through the extensive decongestion of the RICs, the adoption
of protective measures that include the population of refugees and migrants, and
particularly through avoiding "ghettoization” or generalized detention,

‘We address the bodies of the Council of Europe and the United Nations, requesting:
» To provide Greece with all possible assistance to avoid the public health crisis that
could result, particularty, from the situation in the camps.

» To strengthen the monitoring procedures and oversight for the European Union's
and its member states’ compliance with Intemational Conventions and International
Human Rights Standards.

In closing, we call on everyone to restore legality and be mindful of not neglecting
refugees and other vulnerable groups in times of crisis. Prevailing conditions in the
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anly undermine our laws, but can undermine public health in its entirety. These
considerations only act to amplify our original plea to restore legality and safeguard
our commaon European system of values.

£ LIST OF SIGNATORIES

A DROP IN THE OCEAN (Norway/ Greece)

ACTION FOR EDUCATION (GREECE)

ACTIONAID DENMARK

ACTIONAID HELLAS

ACTIONAID INTERNATIOMAL

ACTIONAID [TALIA

AEDH (EUROPEAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE DEFENSE OF HUMAN RIGHTS) (Belgium)
AITIMA (Greece)

ANASA CULTURAL CENTER (Greece)

ANDALUCIA ACOGE (Spain)

ACH - INTERMATIONAL COOPERATION AND SOLIDARITY {Italy)
ARSIS — ASSOCIATION FOR THE SOCIAL SUPPORT OF YOUTH
ASKV / STEUNPUNT VLUCHTELINGEN (Netherlands)
ASSOCIATION POUR LA PROMOTION DES DROITS HUMAINS (APDH) (Switzerland)
ASSOCIAZIONE RICREATIVA CULTURALE ITALIANA (ARCI) (Italy)
ASTI (houfepfovpya)

ASYLOS (UK}

ATTIKA HUMAN SUPPORT (Greece)

AVOCATS SANS FRONTIERES FRAMNCE

BABEL DAY CETNRE (Greece)

BRIGHTOM MIGRANT SOLIDARITY (UK)

CARITAS HELLAS

CENTER FOR LEGAL AID - VOICE IN BULGARIA

CENTRE DIOTIMA {Greece)

CHEER INTERNATIONAL GROUP (CHEERING) (Greece)
CHURCHES' COMMISSION FOR MIGRANTS IN EUROPE (CCME)
COLLECTIVE AID (France/ Serbia/ Bosnia and Herzegovina)
DEFENCE FOR CHILDREN INTERNATIONAL GREECE

DIRTY GIRLS (Greece)

DUTCH COUNCIL FOR REFUGEES

ECHO100PLUS (Greece)

END FGM EUROPEAN NETWORK

EQUAL SOCIETY (Greece)

EUROMED RIGHTS / EUROMED DROITS

EURDPEAN COUNCIL ON REFUGEES AND EXILES (ECRE)

FENIX HUMANITARIAN LEGAL AID (Greece)

FONDAZIONE FINANZA ETICA (italy)

FOODKIND (Switzerland/ Greece)

FORUM REFUGIES-COSI (France}

FORWARD UK

FREE MOVEMENT SKATEBOARDING (UK)

FUNDACION CEPAIM (Spain)

GENERATION 2.0 RED {Greece)

CHURCHES' COMMISSION FOR MIGRANTS IN EUROPE (CCME)
GAMS (Belgium)

GCAP GREECE

GREATER MANCHESTER IMMIGRATION AID UNIT (GMIAU) (UK}
GREEK COUNCIL FOR REFUGEES (GCR)

GREEK FORUM OF MIGRANTS

GREEK FORUM OF REFUGEES

HELLEMIC LEAGUE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS {(HLHR)

HELLENIC PLATFORM FOR DEVELOPMENT

HELP REFUGEES / CHOOSE LOVE (UK)

HIAS GREECE

HUBE - HUMANS BEFORE BORDERS (Portugal)
HUMANRIGHTS360 (Greece)

HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH (HRW)

| AM YOU HUMANITARIAN AID (Greece)

INDIGO VOLUNTEERS (UK)

INITIATIVE FOR THE DETAINEES' RIGHTS (Greece)

INSTITUTE OF RACE RELATIONS (UK)

INTACT (Belgium)

INTEREUROPEAN HUMAN AID ASSOCIATION GERMANY EV. (Greece)
INTERMNATIONAL CENTRE FOR ERITREAN REFUGEES AND ASYLUM SEEKERS (ICERAS)
INTERMATIONAL RESCUE COMMMITTEE (IRC)

INTERSOS HELLAS

INTERSOS ORGANIZZAZIONE UMANITARIA ONLUS (italy)
ITALIAN COUNCIL FOR REFUGEES

JESUIT REFUGEE SERVICE GREECE (JRS GREECE)

IRS - PORTUGAL

KHORA COMMUNITY CENTRE ATHENS (Greece)

KITRINOS HEALTHCARE (Greece)

LAW CENTRES NETWORK (UK}

LEEDS NO BORDERS (LK)

LEGAL CENTRE LESVOS (Greece)

MEDECINS DU MONDE - GREECE (MDM - GREECE)

MELISSA NETWORK (Greece)

MIGRANT VOICE (UK)

MOBILE INFO TEAM (Greece)

MOSAICO-AZIONI PER | RIFUGIATI (Italy)

MOVIMENTO DI COOPERAZIONE EDUCATIVA (MCE) (italy)
NETWORK FOR CHILDREN'S RIGHTS (Greece)

NORWEGIAN CENTRE AGAINST RACISM

NORWEGIAN ORGANISATION FOR ASYLUM SEEKERS (NOAS)
CDYSSEA (Greece)

CMANIAE VZW (Belgium)

ONE HAPPY FAMILY (Greece)

ORGANIZATION EARTH (Greece)

OXFAM

PAMPIRAIKI SUPPORT INITIATIVE FOR REFUGEES & MIGRANTS (Greece)
PAR - PLATAFORMA DE APOIO AQS REFUGIADOS (Portugal)
PLATFORM FOR INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION OM UNDOCUMENTED
MIGRANTS (PICUM)

PHYSICIANS FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY (Finland)

PROJECT ARMONIA (Greece)

QUAKER ASYLUM AND REFUGEE NETWORK (QARN) (UK)



REFOCUS MEDIA LABS (Poland/ Greece)

REFUGEE LEGAL SUPPORT (RLS) (Greece)

REFUGEE RIGHTS ELIROPE (RRE)

REFUGEE SUPPORT AEGEAN (RSA) (Greece)

REFUGEE SUPPORT EUROPE (UK/ Cyprus)

REFUGEE WOMEN'S CENTRE (France)

REFUGEE YOUTH SERVICE (UK/France)

RESEARCH CENTRE OMN ASYLUM AND MIGRATION (IGAM) (Turkey)
SAFE PASSAGE INTERNATIONAL

SAMOS VOLUNTEERS (Greece)

SAVE A GIRL SAVE A GENERATION (Spain)

SHOWERPOWER FOUNDATION (Greece)

SMES EURDPA

SOCIAL HACKERS ACADEMY - SOCIAL HACKER AMKE (Greece)
505 Racismo {Spain)

STILL | RISE (Greece)

SUSSEX REFUGEE AND MIGRANT SELF SUPPORT GROUP (LK)
SWEDISH NETWORK OF REFUGEE SUPPORT GROUPS (FARR)
TERRE DES HOMMES HELLAS (TDH HELLAS)

THE HOME PROJECT
THE LAVA PROJECT {Greace)

THE ROUTES OF THE OLIVE TREE (Greece)
THOUSAND 4 1000 (UK)

UNITED AGAINST INHUMANITY (UAI)
VELOS YOUTH (Greece)

VEREIN FAIR (Switzerland)

EFSYN.GR
Inpa kivsovou amd 121 opyavwoeig yia Suadikaoia
agliou Kol Snudoia vyeia
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Greece: Move Asylum Seekers, Migrants to Safety! ... A€iTe mEpIOCOTEPR
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Because all together we can bring the change.
Proud of being a 2020 @child10 Awardee and belonging to this community of great

children rights advocates around the globe.
The times are now challenging and cur joint efforts more than ever needed
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Defenc hildren International Gr

are now raising the unheard voices of
the children and call for immediate relocation to other states,

Relocation now is the only way to protect and support children and bring them
to safety!
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salone #relocatenow #child10

All the more people in Europe ask from their governments #dant_|eavethekidsal
These very dark moments and while setting ourselves in carantine to survive the
Corona virus, it is crucial to remember that more than 1000 alone children in Greece
do not have a safe place to hide themselves in. In contrary, they remain trapped
amongst 20.000 other adult refugees in Moria Camp and Jungle without even safe
access to clean water.
Mow it's time 1o think of the most vulnerable ones and push the current discussions
in EU for immediate relocation of the refugee unaccompanied children in Greece.
Join the campaign and spread the message by uploading a photo and add the
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Thank you for joining the campaign!

£dont_ akidsalone Relocation Mow!!

EU is discussing to relocate 1500 alone kids from Greece Take a photo with the #
and let them know that you don't want to leave these kids alone!
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EUROPE #dont one and RELOCATE them NOW,

Each day missed, one more unaccompanied child on the move will be abusad,
dehydrated and left in despair in Greece.

Three months ago many of us send a strong message to EU by answering 'l CAN
HEAR YOU' to the children trapped in Lesvos island. Today, we invite you all again to
join forces and let your Government know that you don't want to leave these kids
alone. Upload your own photo using the hashtag {(#dont_ alone) and ask
for their immediate relocation. Five EU countries already committed to. Together we
can persuade more!

‘I'm afraid | will be raped while walking through the jungle of Maria to find some
water. Can you hear me?*
Mahmood 14 years ofd
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Thank you

° Child10 @
MNAMTINA TSEKERIS is a strong and committed advocate for

her role as the Director of the Organization Defer ildren Internat
Greece, she and her team provide direct legal services and support to children in

hildren’s rights. In




urgent need.

With her strong child rights perspective, Nantina is a great role model for
children's rights advocates and lawyers all over the world,

#Child 10 #NantinaTsekeri #DefenseforChildreninternationalGreece
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Federica D'Alessandra
Amazing!! Absolutely amazing!! Thank you for your inspiring won&
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Defence for Children International Greece
Federica D'Alessandra Thank you i
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. Child10® . Archeubriore
Thank YOU for your important work. @
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FOR ENGLISH, SCROLL DOWN &
“"Protect our laws and humanity!” - . Open Letter by 85 Organizations
‘TpOOTATEWTE Tr) VOULHOTITR Ko Ty avBpuwmidl”

AvoryT) EmoTodr ameuBivoupE ofjpepa 85 opyavioelg oTny EAMGSE kal To
eEWTeEpIKS TTpog Tov NMpwlumoupyd ko Toug NMpoédpoug Tow Eupwnalkon
KowoBouhion, Tng Eupwmnodkrg EmTponic ko Tow Eupwiaikon Iuppouiiov,
OHETIKA PE TNV KOTAOTRON IO EMIKPOTEL OTOr OUVORG pag pe Bupata avBpwiioug
o o MoybeuTEl oTa ouvopa Tng EE.

APOOTE OTOV TOPOKATL CUVSEOHD CAGKANPN TNV aVouTr) EMOTOA Kol
BonBroTe pog SiBOcoupE To privupc!

EMAuudt hibps,//790023b4-e730-4390-a3095- (76845355024 filesusr.com..

English; hitps://790023b4-87 3d-4390-ab95-1768d5355d2.

HESUST.COMm...

“Protect our laws and humanity!
Open Letter by 85 Organizations

To:

Prime Minister of the Hellenic Republic, Kyriakos Mitsotakis
President of the European Parliament, David Sassoli
President of the European Council, Charles Michel

President of the European Commission, Ursula von der Leyen

£ Athens, 6 March 2020 - The undersigned organisations are deeply concerned
about recent developments at the Evros border and the Aegean islands where
people are stranded at the borders of Europe, instrumentalized for political
purposes, and subject to violations of their rights. We are also deeply concemed
about the way the authorities of Greece and the European Union are handling new
armvals. Equally alarming are the extreme actions by security forces against refugees
and by civilians against staff of human rights and humanitarian organizations. We
would also like to point out that the climate of panic and rhetoric of "asymmetric
threat’ —also promoted by the authorities— does not reflect reality and seriously
affects not only vulnerabile refugees- but also our society and the rule of law as a
whole.

Specifically:

‘We firmly express our opposition to the recent decisions of the Greek Governmental
Council on Foreign Affairs and Defense (KYSEA), and in particular the adoption of
the Emergency Legisiative Decree, which stipulates the suspension of the right to
seek asylum for all people entering the country and their return without registration,
to their countries of origin or transit. Applying such a regulatory provision is
Iinhumane and illegal as it violates the fundamental principle of non-refoulement,
incurs international responsibilities for Greece and endangers human lives, It is
beyond dispute that Greece has the sovereign competence to control its borders
and to manage any crossings there, Nevertheless, the right to seek asylum is a
fundamental human right enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
and the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights.

‘We also denounce the attacks on organizations that defend human rights and
humanitarian organizations, noting that without the support of these organizations,
the refugee management system in Greece would collapse. In addition, solidarity
has been stigmatized and become the target of suspicion, which has been also
exacerbated by members of the Government, fomenting violence and lawlessness in
society in general, We denounce any statements, actions or policies that foment or
tolerate bigotry.

We call upon the Greek Government to:

+ Withdraw the illegal and unconstitutional Emergency Legislative Decree and to
respect the obiigations of the Greek State concerning the protection of human life
and rescue at sea and at the land borders.

+ Immediately stop returning people to states where their lives and freedom are at
risk, or where they are at risk of being subjected to torture or other inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment,

» Immediately alleviate overcrowding on the islands by relocating asylum seekers to
the mainkand, protecting their well-being and health. Priority should be given to the
maost vulnerable, unaccompanied minors and families with children.

+ Take the necessary measures to protect every person from acts of violence,
victimization and racism.

‘We recall that the EU should assume substantial responsibilities for the protection of
people on the move in a manner that demonstrates respect for human dianity and



lawfulness and as a matter of shared responsibility among EU member states in the
context of managing what is, first and foremost, a European issue. The right to
asylum and the respect for the principle of non-refoulement are fundamental
elements of international and EU law and therefore the authorities of the European
Union must take the necessary measures for their protection.

Therefore:

« The European Commission, as the guardian of the Treaties, should protect the
right to asylum as enshrined in EU law. Therefore, it should reverse the “aspida
(shield)” rhetoric used by Greece and urge it to assume its legal obligations,

+ EU Member States should re-establish immediately the mechanisms for the
relocation of refugees and asylum seekers from Greece to other Member States, in a
fair and rational manner, with priority given to unaccompanied children. EU Member
States should increase resettlement of refugees directly from Turkey.

« EU Member States and institutions should revise the EU-Turkey Statement, which —
in addition to legal lacunae— has now proven to be an unpredictable and
unsustainable political tool for border management.

In closing, we call on ail sides to respect the law and safeguard European
democratic values. Any further backsliding will have major consequences on
European societies, European democracy and the rule of law.

List of Signatories

ACTIONAID HELLAS

ACTIONAID INTERNATIONAL

ACTIONAID ITALIA

ADDART (Greece)

AITIMA (Greece)

AMMESTY INTERNATIONAL

ANTIGONE (Greece)

ARSIS = ASSOCIATION FOR THE SUPPORT OF YOUTH (Greece)
ASSOCIATION FOR INTEGRATION AND MIGRATION (Czech Republic)
ASSOCIATION FOR LEGAL INTERVENTION (Poland)
ASOCIACION POR TI MUIER (Spain)

BABEL DAY CENTER (Greece)

CARITAS HELLAS

CENTRE DIOTIMA (Greece)

CHANGE MAKERS LAB (Greece)

CHILD AND YOUTH CARE ASSOCIATION (SMAN) (Greece)
DANISH REFUGEE COUNCIL (DRC)

DEFENCE FOR CHILDREN INTERNATIOMAL GREECE
DUTCH COUNCIL FOR REFUGEES (DCR)

ECOLOGICAL MOVEMENT OF THESSALONIKI (Greece)
ECHO100PLUS (Greece)

EDUCATIONAL INNCVATION (Greece)

ELIX (Greece)

END FGM EUROPEAN NETWORK

EPAPSY (Greece)

EQUAL RIGHTS BEYOMD BORDERS (Greece)

EUROPEAN ANTIPOVERTY NETWORK (EAPM)
EUROPEAN COUNCIL ON REFUGEES AND EXILES (ECRE)
FIX IN ART (Greece)

FORENSIC ARCHITECTURE (Greece)

FUNDACION CEPAIM (Spain)

GENERATION 2.0 RED (Greece)

GREEK COUNCIL FOR REFUGEES (GCR)

GREEK FORUM OF MIGRANTS

GREEK FORLIM OF REFUIGEES

GREEK NETWORK FOR THE RIGHT TO SHELTER AND HOUSING
HELLEMNIC ANTIPOVERTY NETWORK

HELLENIC LEAGUE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS (HLHR)

HELP REFUGEES / CHOOSE LOVE

HIAS GREECE

HUMANRIGHTS360 (Greece)

HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH

IMMIGRANT COUNCIL OF IRELAND

INITIATIVE FOR THE DETAINEES' RIGHTS (Greece)

IMTER ALIA (Greece)

INTERNATIONAL RESCUE COMMMITTEE (IRC)
INTERSOS HELLAS

IRISH ANTIPOVERTY NETWORK

LEGAL CENTRE LESVIDS (Greece)

LERCS SOLIDARITY NETWORK (Greece)

LESVIOS SOLIDARITY (Greece)

MED.IN MEDICAL INTERVENTION (Greece)

MEDECINS DU MOMDE — GREECE (MDM - GREECE)
MEDECINS SAMS FRONTIERES — GREECE (MSF — GREECE)
MELISSA NETWORK (Greece)

METADRASI (Greece)

NETWORK FOR CHILDREN'S RIGHTS (Greece)

OMNES (Greece)

ORGAMNIZATION EARTH (Greece)

OXFAM

PAX CHRISTI INTERMATIONAL (Belgium)

PLATFORM FOR INTERMNATIONAL CO-OPERATION ON UNDOCUMENTED
MIGRANTS (PICUM)

PRAKSIS (Greecs)

RED ACOGE (Spain)

REFUGEE LEGAL SUPPORT (RLS) (Greece)

REFUGEE RIGHTS EUROPE (RRE)

REFUGEE SUPPORT AEGEAN (RSA)

REFUIGEE TRAUMA INITIATIVE (Greece)

SAFE PASSAGE INTERNATIONAL

SCHEDIA STIN POLI -ARTISTIC PEDAGOGIC YOUTH ORGANIZATION (Greece)
SEA OF SOLIDARITY (Greece)

SERVICE CIVIL INTERNATIONAL-HELLAS
SOLIDARITYNOW (Greece)

SOS RACISMO (Spain)

STATE OF CONCEPT (Greece)

STIL-UTRECHT (Netherlands)

SYMBIOSIS-SCHOOL OF POLITICAL STUDIES (Greece)



SYNDICAT INTERPROFESSIONMNEL DE TRAVAILLEUSES ET TRAVAILLEURS (SIT)
(Switzerland)

TERRE DES HOMMES HELLAS

THE HOME PROJECT (Greece)

THESSALONIKI PRIDE (Greece)

THESS DICTIO = VOLUNTARY ORGANIZATIONS NETWORK OF THESSALONIKI
(Greece)

TRANSGENDER SUPPORT ASSOCIATION (Greece)

VICTORIA SQUARE PROJECT (Greece)

WORLD WITHOUT WARS AND VIOLENCE (Greece)
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Urgent call to relocate 1800 unaccompanied children that are currently struggling to
survive in the EU hotspots - Reception and Identification Centers - on the Greek
islandis,

In this chaotic context, children are deprived of access to their most basic rights
such as shelter, water, food, medical and psychosocial care, legal assistance, as well
as education.

‘We call on EU Member States to relocate these children that are being exposed to
multiple dangers.

If each state would commit to relocate just 70 unaccompanied children, these
children would no langer be homeless and living in inhumane conditions.

alone

Europe sdont_|

Read more here ,-https://defenceforchildren.ong, ress-Release-Joint..

The refugee camps in the
Greek island 'EU hotspots'
are far beyond capacity.
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‘We asked him to sign the paper of his claim to be reunited with his uncle in Sweden.
He signed with a star,; and gave us his warmest smile.

Hassan is 9 years old and lives in Moria Camp. All he wishes for is Europe to HEAR
him and accept him in a safer place. He also wishes this to happen for all the
children on the move who are still trapped in the hotspots of Eurape,

Europe 'Can you hear him?

Fdont

avelhel one

mm photo copyright: Iris Pappa for X1 Greece

oo 32 2 oyoha B KoOIVOTIOWOEL
oy Mou apéosd! (2 Exéhe A Kowemnoinon -

Tot O TYETIKE w
Q Tponpte Eva oxoMo., @ @

a Ihtisham Khan
Best of luck for him@ O

Movu apéonl  Anavmon 2 i@

2 O

Al

I hope the best of luck for you and for him!

And | hope You success to support all of kids 03 3
Mou apéori!  Amdwrnom 2 yn  Tpomomow
Fpawyrte dva oxoho...

’ O ypnomg Defence for Children International Greece clvon oty ohn
[P Méria, Lesvos, Greece

e

20
2nd day of our legal mission to Lesvos island,

Angry children behind the fences of Moria Camp deprived of their right to
childhood and dignity. While at the same time Government's plan to create closed
detention centers for refugees is progressing under extreme violence,

It's time for Europe to demonstrate its moral reflexes..

D1 Greece will stay on the island until next week aiming to take over the cases of as
many unaccompanied children as possible in order to be reunited and live with their
families in other European countries.

EU #dont_leavethekidsalome #nochilddeprivedofiiberty

s photo copyright: Iris Pappa for DO Greece
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Open Letter to the Prime Minister of the Hellenic Republic

£ Inan open letter to Mr. Kyriakos Mitsotakis, Prime Minister of the Hellenic
Republic, DCI Greece and 19 other organisations ralse concemn over the protection
of thousands of unaccompanied children in the country.

FOR GREEK, SCROLL DOWN &
Read more - httpsy//www.defenceforchildrengreece.org/press-releases
Dear Prime Minister,

The organizations signing this letter have been engaged for many years in the field
of human rights and humanitarian aid and are looking to you in the hope that you
will intercede to resolve a very serious issue. This pertains to the protection of
thousands of unaccompanied children, who, due to a lack of suitable and sufficient
shelters, as well as a comprehensive guardianship scheme and a system of child
protection, remain in unsuitable accommeodation and/or detention centers for
extended periods of time, It is a common secret that the situation which has taken
shape in the last 5 years is not in the best interest of the child. Nor does it befit our
country.

The present letter is sent because of your crucial initiative on November 24, 2019, to
prioritize and to bring all the relevant competences under the Prime Minister's
office, which we, first and foremost, welcome. We must, however, bring your
attention to a set of issues, which have also been underscored by the European
Committee of Social Rights and which continue to put at risk the rights and the
physical and mental health of unaccompanied children, who arrive in Greece.

Specifically, based on the latest available information provided by the National
Centre for Social Solidarity (EKKA) the number of unaccompanied children was 5,463
on lanuary 31, 2020. The prevailing impression is that this figure is obviously an
underestimate, given that our organizations continue to identify both cases of non-
registration as well as phenomena of incorrect age assessment of refugees and
migrants, who have recently arrived. This lack of clarity about the real number
constitutes a material impediment for the protection of children in Greece,

At the same time, long-term accommodation places for children continue to be far
fewer than those required, in spite of the fact that there was an increase of 182
places in 2019, bringing the total number of places to 1,286 at the end of January
2020. Moreover, an estimated number of 187 children are under detention, which
under no circumstances can be considered to be in the best interests of the child, as
the practice of "protective custody” has already been ruled by the European Court of
Human Rights (ECtHR) as being in breach of the Furopean Convention of Human
Rights. In the last year alone, the ECtHR condemned Greece for the protective
custody of minors in successive judgments delivered by the Court. Finally, 1,077
unaccompanied children continue to live under precarious conditions or are
homeless, with all the risks that this entails for their safety and welfare.

In this context, we would like to underscore that the critical gap, which exists in
children's access to safe accommaodation is the main, but certainly not the only
problem that undermines their protection. Many children continue to be deprived
access to basic means of survival, including health services, medical care as well as
services of psychosocial and legal support, Moreover, there are unfortunately cases
In which children face exclusion from the public education system, in violation,
amongst other things, of the International Convention on the Rights of the Child,
which has been part of Greek law since 1952,

Finally, we would like to bring to your attention the lack of continuity that short-
cireuits the Guardianship programme for unaccompanied minors, This programme
was carried out until the end of 2019 by non-governmental organisations. Now it
has come 1o an end without ensuring the continued operation of g similar
programme. This has created a very serious gap, The new regulatory framework on
the guardianship of minors is expected to enter into force on March 1, 2020, in
accordance with the relevant provisions of L 4554/2018 which, after repeated
postponements, has been significantly delayed. Today, five days prior to the
introduction of the framework, we have not been informed either about the
commencement of its operation or the manner in which it will function, causing
disquiet and reasonable concerns, In this context, care should be taken to ensure
that the institution shall enter into effect immediately, together with other important
institutions, such as foster care for minors and we are in a position to put forward
specific positions and proposals for their better operation.

Prime Minister,

The Greek State has a moral and legal obligation o actively protect the fundamental
rights of unaccompanied minors in Greece according Lo international and national
legisfation.

Therefore, we would like to request that you ensure:

The institution and operation of a single system for children's protection, which shall
support and protect all children, imespective of their legal status and origins, until
they enter adulthood at least.

The immediate transfer of unaccompanied children from the Reception and
Identification Centres on the islands to mainland Greece with a simultaneous
increase of the number of places in shelters with special care given to the creation
of spaces that are not of a temporary nature and which promote the
implementation of alternative housing schemes, such as Semi-Autonomous



SURPIUT LR LIVITIY SCTRITTES,

The implementation of Law 4554/2018 on the guardianship of unaccompanied
children as soon as possible, with an immediate provision covering the transitional
period until the full implementation of the legal framework, so that children do not
remain without a Guardian,

Putting an end to the "protective custody” of children in detention centres, police
stations and other facilities throughout Greece, which constitutes a blatant violation
of the fundamental rights and has resulted in our country’s conviction by the
European Court of Human Rights. Moreover, their immediate transfer to appropriate
structures,

The obligation to examine requests for international protection of all
unaccompanied children, irrespective of age, with the regular rather than the fast
track procedure, Taking into account the principle of best interest of children, we are
requesting the amendment of the provision of article 75(7) of Law 4636/2019, to
include unaccompanied children in the regular procedure,

In hope that your decisive mediation shall bring about a solution,
Sincerely,

The signatory organizations

AITIMA

ARSIS - Association for the Social Support of Youth
Caritas Hellas

Danish Refugee Council (DRC)

Defence for Children International Greece
Equal Rights Beyond Borders

ELIX

Greek Council for Refugees (GCR)

Hellenic League for Human Rights

Help Refugees / Choose Love

HIAS Greece

Human Rights Watch

International Rescue Committee (IRC)
Medecins du Monde (MdM- Greek delegation)
Medical Intervention

MNetwork for Children's Rights

PRAKSIS

Refugee Support Aegean (RSA)

solidarity Now

Terre des Hommes Hellas

«AEIOTIHE KOPIE Mpwdumoupye,

O kaTuwEiL UMOYPaPOVOES, OPYOVIWOELS, PE TIOMETT] EUTIELPLO GTOUEC TOPEL T
ovBpLuTtivioy SIWpGTWY Ko TNg avBpwmoTikig Tpoopopds, aneuBuvopaate
OF EOdE, pe T EATBG TG apépfacc oag yo Ty enliuon evds oo cofapod
INTuaTos. Agopa oTnY TpooTacia ¥adwy aouvabdeutuw Tabwv, ou eRhelpsl
warrcchArpAuoy kou emapky Sopww guioeviog, o Kon evog cAIoTIKOD oxRuOTog
EMTROTMEING Ko CUCTNPATOC TESIKAG TPOOTOOIOG, TOPAPEVOUY VIO
TIOPATETQHEVD X POVIKG SIOTHLOT O OKOTAAAAOUG XLspoug Swopovns f/Kkm
kpaTnong. Eivon KOWG HUOTIKG OTL N KOTAOToon mow £xel Siapoppuwis To
TeEAEUTala 5 ypovio Szv cuvaba PE To BEATIOTO ouppEpoy Tou TanSion, oUTe
Tonpialel oTn xLipor pa.

Tuykexpiugve, Baoen Twv TEAEUTaIWY SioBeEayiey oTogEiuy Tou EBvikon Kévtpou
Kowwwikde AMNAEYYONG (EKKAL 0 apBpdg Tuw aouvobeutay mobiun
aveEpXOTaV OF 5,463, T 31/01/2020. H Kpamovoo evTimwan sival 0T o apiipde
UTHE GG UTTOAEITIETAL TOU TRayHOTIKOL, SE50EvoU OT| 0L OpYOVILOEL, Lo
ouveRiZouy vo evIoTUIoUY TO0O0 TEPUTTUWIOELS W KOTaYPOopIiG 00 KOt (Povopevas
EOPAPEVIE SUTIOTWONE TNG NMKIEG TWy VEOEITEPKOUEVLOV TIDOMPUYWY KoL
QUTOUVTWY aouAo. AUTr n aodipec TEp! Tov Tipaypamikd apud anoteiel
CUOEATIKG EUMOSIo i Ty TPOoTaoia Twy Towdwn o1y EAdaSa

T ibux oTiypr], o1 B2oew; paxpoxpovias prhofeviog o karaAAnheg Sopeq yio
avnikoug ouvexi{ouy Vo UTIOAEIMOVTOL KOTE TIOAU TWV GVOYKLY, TIpd TO
yeyowag OTL ExEL Komaypoupel avobog kata 182 Bfoeg anmd To NoZufpo Tou 2019
ke afipoiouy o 1,286 cuvohikég Béoag oTa TéAn lavouapiou 2020, EmtAgoy,
Bvag ERTippevos apBpog 187 monfuov fpickovion o8 koBEoTUE KpdTnong,
YEYOVOG IO £ oudevi pmopel var SewpnBel ouppuwvo PE To BEATIOTO cuppEpoy
Tou Tendion, KeBulg N TIPOKTIK TG «MpoTTomeuTKn; guAalnge nén e kpibel
ama To Fupwnalks AkaoThpio AlKawpdmwy Tou AvBpumon (EAAA) we avTiBeTn
oty Eupwmaikn) Iopfoon Awowparoy Tou AvBpamon. Katd To TEAfuTaio £T0g
uovo, To EAAA xE1 kaTobikaoeL TV EAMGST yiot T «TpooToreuTise guhakns
aouvobsuTay mandiwy pe Siodoyikéc amopaceg Tou, TEhog, 1,077 aouvobauta
mondid cuvexifouy vo Swfiotv oF ouVBKeg EMCPOASIOE T)/KON CUOTEYLOG, i
KOTQOTONIT] TIOW CUVETIOYETOL KIVEUVOUG Yiot TNV oOMalein Kol EunpEpia Touc,

Ie ouTo To TAmiow, Bo BEACIE VO EMONPOVOUHE TIWE TO Kplmipo Kevd g
TpOoRaonE Twy aouVeEEUTLIY TIoNSILN OF aotpan] OTEYOOT), TOPOEVEL TO
PoowoTepo, (Oulg, cthAd o1 To povadiko TPORANUO TIOU UTIOVOPELEL TRV
TmpooTaoia Toue,. ToAha omé Ta madia efakoAovBoly va aTepotvTon Ty
npoofaon o facikd ayadd EmBonG OMLE Elval 0L UTNPEDIES LyEg Kol n

LT ROPaPROKELTIKS TEEpIBan, KaBC Ko OF LTINPECIES WUXOKOWWAIKIG Kol
VORUKIE UTooTHpEnG, ETUMALOV, UTAEX oUW SUOTuXusG TIEPITTLICELS TIOU Ta Tandid
OVTIHETWITICoUY amokAEOpd amd 10 Snpdoo EXTEnEEUTIKG CUTTNHa, KoTd
nopdafaon, petafy dddwy, Tng AgBvols FopBaons ya to Aoiwpata Tou
Menduow, n onola anmotedel vopo Tou eAAviKos KpaToug anod 1o 1992,

TEADC, emBupohie vo EMOTHOOULE TV ITPOOoXT COg Oty QUUVEXELR TIOU
Ppoxukurhiuver To tpdypappc EmTponeiog aouvdsautwy by, To
TPAYpappc aUTo, BEXpt To TEAOG Tow 2019 1o vhomowicoy M KuBepvnTikég
Opyavwoss,. Twpa mhéov oAorkhnpognke, Sixwe va Angdel pépyva yia tn
auvExan AEToupylag evos avtiotoyou mpoypdupotoc. Erou Snuoupyndnke gva
nohi cofoapd kevo. Tnv 1n Maptiouw 2020 npofAénetan n évapén Spoppoyng Tou
VEOU PUBLIOTIROU TIARLOIOU Yyict TNV EMITPOTER ouvoSeuTLy TonSuwy ouppuve
E TIC OYETIKES SioTddalg Tou v. 4554/2018 mou rién £l koBUoTEPNOEL ONPOVTIRG,
£METD oMo ahAenaAAnieg avafodsc. Iuepa, 5 npépeg Tpw TV evapén Tou



Thmolov, Sev Exoupe AaBel MEpOITEPL EVPEPWOT) oUTE Y TNV Evapln, oUTE Kot
Wit TOV TPOTIO AEITOURYIOE, TOU, yeyovos ou Snjoupye avnouxies kol e0Aoyoug
TmpofAnuomaposc. ETo mAIon ouTo, omoiTeiTar vor uTtapEeL i pepipva
TpoKEpEVoU o Be0pog auTog va TEBEL OF EpoppoyT| GHECD, TTOROAANAD LE GAACUG
onpovTioUg BEaHoUG, OTwe N avaboyn ovnAlkiy, yio Ty KeAUTERn AsToupyia
Twv oTolwv ElgooTe oF SE0n vo SIOTUTIWO0UHE OUYKEKpILEVES BE0ELC Kol
TIPOTATELG®.

O 19 opyavgEL; {NToUV aKdn and Tov MpwBumoupyd va MEpIUVATE Y

« Try Beopobetnon kol Asrtoupyia evigiou guotrpatog nabkng npodtaaiag, 10
oroio Ba unootnpilel Kot pooTatele Gha Ta mowbid, aveEapTIiTWE Tou VopIKoD
KOBECTWTOE KO TNE KAToywyns Toug Ewe TOUADOTOY T EviALKiwoT Toug,

» THv QpEan) HETOPOp Ohwy Twv OouwOSEUTWY Tendiwy ano ta Kévipa
Yroboyng ko TauTonoinong TwWy VNoww oTny evboxwpo kol Ty Tapaiinin
anEnon twy Béoewy atéyaong o Sopdg gudoleviog, pe (Sioitepn pEpLUvVa yio T
Bruoupyla YLpwy 1N TPooWEVoD XEPaKTAPO KAl Trv Tpowsnon g
EPEPUOYAS TV OXMUOTWY EVOAMIKTIKAG OTEyaang, Onws g Ynootnpldpevng
Hp-Autavoprnc Aafiwong kol tng avaboync,

* Ty Epappoyn Touw Nopou 4554/2018 yio Ty emTpoTE(R oouvaSEuTWY TIanbiuw
TO OUWTOUOTERD SUNOTO, HE dpETT TTPORAEYN yia TNV KAAUEN TG HETORaTIKG
MEMOEOU HEXPH TNV TEAR PN EQRAPHOYT TOU VORIKOU TTAMOIOU, WoTE Ta Tondid va
prp pEvouy Xwplc Enitpomo.

« Tov TEPUATIONG TS MPooTaTeuTixds puAalng” Twy odiy 0 kévTpa
KPETNONG, COTUVOMLKE TRAPGTO Kol GAAES EYKOTaOTAcEL 08 OAN TNV EAMIS, o1
OMOLES CUVIOTOMY KaTagpn Tepapicon Bspehwdmy SIKauepdTun Ko £yauy
OBNyRoe TN xupo wog 08 Katadikes omd 1o Eupuwiaikd AKaoTripo AMKopaTLY
Tow AvBpuwmon, ENong Trv GUeon METOMORA TOUC 0F KaTaAMALS Sopis
iholeviag, Ywplg TPooWPIVG XapaKTIp.

« Tryv umoypéwon ebitaons Twy artnjamwy SieBvolg TpooTooiog MY TWv
aouvoBEuTLow Tondiwy, avelopTrTwe nAKICE, (e TNV KEVOVIKI Ko Ox1 TV
Toyuppubun Swdikacio. AapfovovTog wown Ty apxn Tou feATioTou
OULPEPOVTOG T Tonbitv, {nTops Ty Tpomonainan g Swmadng g
mopoyptpou 7 Tou dpbpou 75 Tou Nopou 4636/2019, wote va gupmeptAnpBoi
aha o aouvobeuTo oudid oty Kovovikn] Subikooio.

Ot OpYOVIWCELS TIOU UTICYPOIpouY TIV ETLOTOAL £ival o =5g
AITHMA

APZIE — Kowwwvikr) Cpyavwon Yrootrpdng Néwy
Norpoi Tou Koopou - EAAvikr avirpooweia
Caritas Hellas

Bovikd Fupfotio v Toug Mpdopuyeg (DRC Greece)
Defence for Children International EAAGS0g

AlkTuo yiot To Arkowwpoma Tou Monéod

Equal Rights Beyond Borders

EARnir] Evwon yio Ta Aauwpota Tou AvBpuion
EAAnvikd Eupfiouilo v Toug Mpoopuyeg (EXM)

EAIZ

Help Refugees / Choose Love

HIAS EAAGSog

Human Rights Watch

larrpuer NMopepfaon

International Rescue Committee (IRC)

PRAKSIS

solidarity Now

Terre des Hommes Hellas

Ynootmen Npoopuywy oto Aryaio (RSA)
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Today, DCI Greece was, once again, at Velos Youth Center, infarming
unaccompanied homeless children about their rights, the asylum legal procedures
and any durable legal option available to them. Children, on most occasions, are not
aware of their rights, such as their right to legal support, their right to education,
their right to have a safe shelter and their right to family reunification. As a result
they run the risk to stay invisible and exposed to different forms of exploitation!

Defence for Children International -Greece promotes the due implementation of
Children’s Right to Information (Article 17 of the CRC) by providing information
sessions to refugee children.



‘We are always next to every child on the move every child that lives on the
street.every child in need.

L
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71 Another positive decision from the Dublin Authorities, regarding one of the
family reunification cases we undertook in our latest mission in Maoria Camp!

1@

15 year old M. will soon travel 5o as to be reunited and live with his brather in
Norway!! For more than six months the child was living in a tent in Moria and was
exposed to countless risks!

As he told us when we met him : ‘| am only dreaming the moment | will meet my
brother again. | feel so alone and afraid here*

for B s for the great cooperation!!

Thank you Tc
* More than 1000 unaccompanied children live in the over-expanded jungle out of
the official Moria Camp on Lesvos island. They sleep out in the forest without safe
access to water and food. They remain invisible, traumatized and unprotected while
the majority of them have family members in other EU countries.

EU #dont_le: salone sgether #familyreunification

You can support our work by donating here:
. childr

ity AW

m photo copyright: Iris Pappa for D) Greece
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&3 Homeless, undocumented child ended up a week ago in a police cell under the
scheme of protective custody, without being provided with legal information and
support. The boy called us today in despair, asking for help, since he now faces the
danger of deportation!

Our lawyer visited him at the Police station, informed him about his Rights and the
Procedures and took all the legal steps required for his asylum application and his
releasel

$ Defence for Children International Greece
9 oef ]

Despite the fact that the European Court of Human Rights has condemned Greece
for detaining refugee children, hundreds of them are still detained in police stations
or prisons due to the lack of shelters.
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Our team is outreaching on a weekly basis, in order to identify the homeless,
undocumented children and provide them with legal information about the asylum
procedures and their rights.

According to the latest data, due to the lack of shelters, thousands of children are
homeless, or living in insecure housing conditions, exposed to all kind of dangers
and exploitation.

DI GREECE focuses its activities on offering legal support, mentorship and other
protection services, particularly to homeless, unregistered, unaccompanied children
and youth on the move.

*photo captured from the video

utlibe.c
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Faye Aiti
Ti wpalo To Preakt Gou KOPITOoEKL powl Mitg
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Defence for Children International Greece

Faye Aiti @@ A Na BpeBoupe!!

Mou apéoni!  Amavinon

f& Defence for Children International Greece
§ BILT 2020 -

T 2

Our Helpdesk is atlways supporting our children, in all the stages of the asylum
procedure,

This is crucial, especially now that a new law Is implementad, where unaccompanied
minors are practically blocked from the protection system, to have the legal
assistance they need, in every step of the way.

@defenceforchildrengr
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‘We Just came back from a meaningful and important trip, doing strategic advocacy
at the United Mations, regarding the thousands of unaccompanied children trapped
in Greece. More is yet to come! Let's hope our efforts will be translated into actual,
structural changes.

#dont_leavethekidsalone

@defenceforchildrengr
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Kown avakoivwon TUmou yia Try Korraotaon ota vnowy Joint Press Release on
the recent incidents in the islands

For English, scroil down

£ O MApaKaTw UNoYPRPOLIES OPYaVIIOEL, TIAPaKOACUBOUUE HE EVTOVOTOTN
VoK o TO — GUOEVOIIEVD- KURO EVTaanG Tiow £xen EEoTasel To TEAEUTOIO
BAGCTr A OO VoL,

® 01 pryahec kabuoteprioeg oty eEfToon aolAou, 1 ouOTRUOTKD
QVTILETOVOOTEUTIKT prITopKD, KeBwg Kot 0 UTEPOUVWOTIONGOE Kt OL amapadeRTes
ouvbrixeg Sxfiwong ota kévtpa umoSoxic, EXouv OSNYNOEL OF EVTROE KaL
KarrooTaoag Biag nov Sev BonBolv oUTe Toug TIPOGPUYES, OUTE TIE TOTIKEG
KOWWWVIES OTIV OVTILETLITICN Twy TPpayaTiwey TpoBinudtwy,

% Amzubiivoupe EkkAnon oty KufEpvnon, Toug TOMKOUE TOpayoVTEG ohAL KOn Ta
PEOO EVNUEPLOCTIC, VIO TV COTOmUYT TrG EEVOpofinc priTopIkg TOU oVOmaparyEL
QPVNTIKG OTEPEOTUTI] Kol TipowBel patooTikeg avTidpaozg, ofivovTac v
vt Tiou fén undap)el oo vio sEoITiog Twy amapaseRTwy ouvanKwy
SoPiwong Twy aToUWTWY Gouh KoL TIC TUVETTEIEG TOUG OTIC TOTIKES KOWOTITEG.

$Emiong, kahovps T kufépvnon va ebaopahios npoofoon o o Sikor
SuxSiwoolo oovAou, Kon VO COTOOUPOPTIOEL OQIEOD TO VoW, ovaKowgl{ovTag ETaL
TOUG TIPOOPUYES oM KoL TIG TOTHKES KOWWWIEs, MpokeiEevoy va emrewgSel auto,
St TIPEMEL Vo ETIKPATIOEL 1 ACYIKI} KOL N DUVEDYOIoLD JE OACUE TOUG (POPELS TIOU
EHTAEKOVTEOL OTr) SLEELPIOT) TOU TTROTPUYLKOU.

£ Athens, February 6, 2020 - The signatory arganizations mentioned bellow, are
following with great concern the -much expected - tension that has recently
erupted in the islands.

% Extreme delays in the examination of asylum, systematic anti-immigration
rhetoric, as well as the overcrowding and the unacceptable living conditions in
reception centers have led to tensions and violent situations, that do not help
refugees or local communities to deal with their real problems.

S&We call the government, the local actors and the media to avoid the xenophobic
rhetoric, that reproduces negative stereotypes and promotes racist reactions,
exacerbating the tension that is already present in the islands, due to the
unacceptable living conditions the asylum seekers have to deal with, as well its
consequences to the local communities.

®Furthermore, we call the government to ensure access to a fair asylum process,
and to immediately decongest the islands, which will be beneficial for both refugees
and local communities. In order for this to be achieved, rationality and co-operation
with all bodies involved in refugee management must prevail.

Organizations; ARSIS, Medecins du Monde, Danish Refuges Council, Amnesty
International -Greek Section, Metwork for the Rights of the Child, Diotima - Center
af Studies and Research for Women, Defence for Children International Greece, Help
Refugees UK, International Rescue Committee Hellas | Legal Centre Lesvos, PRAKSIS,
Refunee Support Aegean (RSA), Solidarity Now, Terre des Hommes Hellas (TDH
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. Koman Anca
Hello, how can i help a child unaccompanied to take care of it,
placement or even adoption? Please if ist possible a answer. regards

Mou apton!  Andvrnon

Defence for Children International Greece
& Defpovar 020 A

¥ We are very happy to announce that shelter was found for A, an unaccompanied
minor wha was living rough on the streets, exposed in the cold and other countless
dangers, for more than three months,

After several reports to the official authorities of accommodation, we finally have a
positive reply!

A will soon be transferred to a safe shelter, that will be the start of his new life! @

However,despite the good news and the great efforts from the official autharities of
accommaodation, there is still a huge problem, regarding the shortage of available
shelters and the lack of an efficient protection system for unaccompanied minors.
We always have to think about the thousands of children that are still on the streets
alone, invisible and unprotected.

1) Mou apéoed (] Ixohwo A Kowomoinon '-
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. Koman Anca
Only a child?

Mou apéart!  Amdvenon

Defence for Children International Greece
5 Defipe 20

s » a Today, we are celebrating!

We Just recelved a positive decision from the Dublin Office, regarding one of the
family reunification cases we undertook in our latest mission on Moria Camp!
Little M. will soon be in Sweden, in the arms of his brother.

M. was living for 7 months in the jungle of Moria, inside a tent, with no easy access
to basic needs, such as food and water, exposed to countless risks. When we met

him, he told us * the thought of me get reunited with my brother is the only thing
that keeps me going”.

‘We can't wait for all our children to be safe and happy again @



Thank you Together for Better Days for the great cooperation!

* Mare than 1000 unaccompanied children live in the over-expanded jungle out of
the official Moria Camp on Lesvos island.

You can support us here; hitps//www.defenceforchildrengreece org/donation
2HelpingHands
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Koman Anca

Mou apéon!  Amavenom 2 xo.

Dany Larios

Bravo! &8

Mou apfon!  Amgwrnon 2 yo.

Panagiotis Tyropolis

Keep up the good work.Count on me to support you
Mou apéon!  Amavtnon 2 yo. o
Nora Pippi

Wow! That's amazing!@ Q)

Mouv apiaes!  Amdvenon 2 oyo.

Sevasti Kritikou

Thanks to the Dublin Officel

Mouv apfon!  Amavenon 2 yp.

Anita Gunhammar

Thank you, it's wonderful & Q)

Mou apéan!  Amavenon 2 xo

0 # g

Defence for Children International Greece
v
Mov apionl  Amavinon 2 ¥
w Greek Forum of Refugees
Bravo guys! We have plenty of work to do! Keep up, we are here to
support you!
Mou apdon!  Amévenon 2 yn m 2

0 # Duracmg
Defence for Children International Greece
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Mou apéos!  Amdvnon 2 xp
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[’ Defence for Children International Greece
W 30 lovovopiow 2020 @

Iore than 1000 unaccompanied children live in the over-expanded jungle out of
the official Moria Camp on Lesvos island.

Children even younger than Mahmood, sleep out in the forest without safe access
to water and food.

They remain invisibie, traumatized and unprotected while the majority of them have
family members in other EU countries.

Dwring our latest mission, in December 2019, on the island, we spoke and supported
many of them.

They all asked for a safe place to sleep away from the danger of being stabbed or
attacked. They made sure we understood that moving Inside the Moria Camp would
not be a safe option either.

In the weeks that followed our meeting with them, many incidents of minors been
stabbed or harassed during the night came as a confirmation to their worry.

The trapped children inside and outside Moria Camp can foresee the next deaths to
follow.

All they ask is ‘Europe CAN YOU HEAR US?'

#dont_leavethekidsalons

Join the campaign by sharing the posts and adding the #dont_|eavethekidsalone




- What do you need
now?
- l mostly need water.
| am afraid | will be

raped or stubbed while
walking through the
‘jungle’ of Moria to find
some water
~ Mahmoud,15

“wD® 40 56 K

o Mou apéoed! ] Ixehio A Kowomnoinon 0-

Thousands of unaccompanied children are still trapped in the Moria jungle exposed
to countless dangers. Today was, once again, a day that we dealt with the family
reunification cases we undertook in our latest mission in Moria camp. We
communicated with their family members and also the authorities, in order to
ensure that we keep up with all the updates and meet the special requirements
every case needs. That is what we do and will keep doing. Until all the invisible
children become visible again, #dont_leavethekidsalone #defe torchildrengt

Defence for Children International Greece
Ievouapiou 2020 - @

[{: Mou apéged! (J Ixoho
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Defence for Children International Greece

They are not blocked thankfully yet..every month UAC's depart to their
families &,

However it takes time and big fights against each countries excuses
nat to proceed fast with family reunification claims.

But we are on this and every time a child is about to fly away all the
efforts pay back in strong emations

A Kowomoinan -

Tot TOD OYETIKG »

Mouv apfon!  AmavTnon

o Halina Schramm

But family reunification's are blocked now for most countries? Or what
do you mean?

Mou apégnl  Amavnon
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Defence for Children International Greece
W 24 lovovopion 2020 - Q@

A day at the office! @defenceforchildrengr

©0
|f) Mou apéoel O xeme A Koweroinan .v
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Defence for Children International Greece
W 2 lavovapiou 2020 - @
Thank you so much Defence for Children International!

Watch the full video of the ceremony here: httpsy//youtu be/Lu2MBVPOEQE

CONGRATULATIONE

Weare pleased to inform
that the: Director of DCI
Greece, Nantina Tsekerd,
received the
prestigious award Child 10
for her commitment in
promoting and defending
the rights of ehildren on the
move,

£
NTS [NTEANTIONAL
ey

Defence for Children International

21 lavouapiou 2020 - Q@
#DC| #AWARD
It is with pleasure that we inform that Nantina Tsekeri, the director of the Greek
national section of Defence for Children International #[3C], is about to receive
the prestigious #Child10 award for her commitment in providing direct legal
services and support to children on the move in Greece,
We are sure that this recognition to one prominent member of DCI s a great
inspiration for all the child defenders of our organization and others,
Link to follow the event: https.//www.youtube com/watchiv=LuZMBVPOEQE..
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Mou apioni!  Amdwrnon 3 o

Defence for Children International Greece
W 21 levauapion 2020 - @

More pictures from Child 10 award ceremony! We are so proud of our Director

Brrmnbing feabadl
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Watch the full video of the ceremony here: hitps:

Mou apeaet

Tt TILD OYETIKG w

Child10 @ . Axo
v

Mou aptaed!  Amévinon 3y

' W Defence for Children International Greece
L £ wolar @

Cwr Director, Nantina Tsekeri, at the 0 award ceremony

‘watch the full video of the ceremonm

Mou apéaet! |

Kowonoinon ‘ -
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Mou apioa!  Amravrne

Xara Daskalaki
Ag ge YopTaivi,

° Child10 @ . Ak
v

TS YU TO UTIEROXO ERY0 0ac,

Mou apion!  Amavrnon
% Anthoula Marmaras

Tu Aeg Tpat!! Mg

Mou apéonl  Anavenon

“ Kelly Charitou

: Angel!' @@V O
ou apion!  AmévTnon
VO OYOMO...
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t'- % Defence for Children International Greece
L F 21 lavouapion 1A

LIVE NOwE & Watch the child 10 award ceremony, where our Director, Mantina

Tsekeri, receives her award as one of the most exceptional children's rights
defenders in the link below. b b e OEQ




THE 2020 CHILD 10 AWARD
Q0o 1 oxoMo
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W Maria Grazia imperiale
Congratulations Mantina Tsekeri, terrific work the one you have been
doing!

(v]

Mou aptoni!  Amavrnon

i W Defence for Children International Greece
it sepion 2020 @

In two hours the award ceremony for the Child 10 award starts! Our Director,
Nantina Tsekeri, will be awarded as an exceptional children's rights defen

Watch the dedicated video from child 1011

‘Watch the full video of the ceremony here; hitpsy//youtu be/Lu

} Mou apeoet!
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Faye Aiti

@
W

medial tenor.co

Mou apéonil  Amavinon

g Pitsa Marianna Hadjipateras
Congratul ns on your admirable work

Mou apton!  Amdvrnon

° Childi0 @ Ak
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Mou apton!  Amavenon
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Mou apéon!  Andvrnon

o Alexia P

So proud of you, Nantin:

al O

Mou apion!  Amévtnon

Swami Mirvikalpa
Bravo Nantina Tsekeri! Congratulations for your dedication and your
action! A ve

()

Mo ap: AmirvTnan
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%, Defence for Children International Greece
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Eloaywykn kapta
We defend children's rights three ways:
dacumenting violations of children’s rights
advocating

0 Iehiba - Mn kufepynticn opydvwon (MKO)

L. 211413 6664
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In Sweden, for the Child 10 award. Thank you so much for this wonderful

experience! Stay tuned for more! #child10 #chi

° Child10 @

Day twio at the Child 10 Summit has, to say the least, been intense, We have
worked together on themes such as "Organizational resilience and
sustainability”, "Challenging the hostile narrative - implications for operations
and security, advocacy and fundraising”, “Impact Measurement 8 Quality
Assurance” and "Healthy partnership w. donors/partners”

The morning was followed by a "Problem solution workshop” where we invited
experts in the areas where our awardees need extra support.

Tomorrow marning we will continue to learn from each other and find strategies
for cross-national and cross-organizational cooperation on missing children,

Cne of Child 10's missions is to create a global network where we together can
find the best methods to combat child trafficking. #child10

oo 19 1 Koo
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B LAST DAY FOR OUR CROWDFUNDING CAMPAIGN B

Help us stand by the side of the most vulnerable children on the move.
With your genuine support we could make sure that we will keep providing them
the space to be seen, heard and protected from violence.
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‘D Defence for Children International Greece

& ONLY 1 DAY LEFT FOR OURCROWDFUNDING CAMPAIGN &

There are thousands of children alone, without any protection.

Imvisible. .. Aglte meploodTepa

O=0 11 1 kowomolno

oy Mou apéoed (] Ixého /A Kowomoinon
& TpaTE Eva oxoMo. =)

" Defence for Children International Greece
LW 23 pewepplou 2019 - @

B ONLY TWO DAYS LEFT FOR OUR CROWDFUNDING CAMPAIGN &
“| feel winter,

| touch winter,... Agite neplogaTepa

[+ TR 2 GXOME 2 KOWOTIOUGEL,
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Bea Muel
done O
Mou apion! Ammvnon 3 xo
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Defence for Children International Greece
Bea Muel thank you!!!!

Mou apéoz!  Amévtnon 1
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@ Defence for Children International Greece el
LW 21 fewepppiou 2019 - @
& Only 4 days left for our crowdfunding campaign

There are thousands of children living in the jungle of Moria, with limited access to
food,water or medicine. Invisible. Unheard.

Help us be next to more children in need.... Asite neploodtepa
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Debbie Callaghan
You should keep it going as people may donate in the New Year as the
crisis in Greece is not going away anytime soon,

9

Thank you for all you do to help the children. They will never forget
you Xx

Mou apéael  Amdvinen 3y

1, Defence for Children International Greece [iploreton o1y
Moria Refugee camp.
u 2019 - MuTihun, Nepupépeia Bopeiou Agaiou - @

2 Organisations @betterdays 15 people all in all, 2 weeks of preparation and the life
of hundreds of ‘invisible’ children of Moria has started to change..  First we
identified the alone unregistered children who live in the jungle out of Moria
Camp,then we made sure that legal support is offered to them in order not to miss
their DEADInes to be reunited with their families in other EU countries and then
social&educational support programme started for each one of them, The ... Asite
TEPIOOOTEPE
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@ Hatzy loyce
Thanks you for your dedication to heip these children

Mou apton!  Amdvrnon

3 Defence for Children International Greece



Only 6 days left for our crowdfunding campaigni!!

Right now,there are thousands of unaccompanied children in Greece, alone,
unprotected, They sleep rough on the streets or inside a tent in a camp, vulnerable
to any dangers, unable to defend themselves,

Help us be next to the children in need.... Asite neploodTepa




