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As part of our JobReady programme, we connect refugees and asylum seekers with
companies in Greece looking for people with language skills,

Our preparation programme supports candidates with business language skills, job
interview coaching, CV support and on the job simulations to help see their skills
and talents come to show,

To learn more or to apply, please send your CV or an email to
jobs@connectionhub.org.uk.

Multilingual Job Opportunities
Refugees and Asylum Seekers
Welcome! Full training provided.

Customes Servica. Sales. 1T & Software Support
Wark v Athens of remotely from the [slands.
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It's been a while since we last posted. We have been busy restructuring our
pregrammes and building our team on the ground to provide the best possible
support to our students. From digital literacy to personal development, creating a
skills bank and matching our students with job opportunities, we are excited about
the next months ahead of us. Contributing to changing the trajectory of people's
lives through education and the validation of their previous achievements is what
keeps us going, and we keep going strong!
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Here's some great feedback from a student studying English as part of our
UniversityReady Programme,

As well as enabling refugees to develop the skills needed to pursue higher
education or employment, ConnectionHub courses also help students to grow in
confidence.

‘Want to study with us or interested in supporting our work? Find out more about
how you can get involved with ConnectionHub by visiting our website!

" _at the beginning

| couldn't spea
and say simple
sentences
now | have
self-confidence and
| cansee my
speaking improved.
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‘We're blown away by the dedication of our students who have now racked up a
total of almost 2000 study hours! &

Affected by displacement and conflict, ConnectionHub students face and overcome
many challenges in order to pursue an education and work towards their goals.
Our work is made possible by everyone who supports us; from our partner
organisations and volunteers to those who donate towards our cause, We want to
say a huge thank you to everyone who has supported us so far!

Help us continue to make a difference to the lives of refugees and asylum seekers
by sponsoring a student. Mare details can be found here: https: 1

OVER 1970
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Looking for an epportunity to learn new skills, connect with others and develop your
employability?

English, economics, marketing and mental health are just a few examples of the
wide range of subjects that our students are currently studying.

If you're interested in studying with ConnectionHub, visit our website to find out
maore: | o /3ajGFok
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Meet the team!

‘We're really excited to introduce you to our fantastic team and give you an insight
into the great work that our volunteers do.

This week, we'll be hearing from Robyn!

"My name is Robyn and | am the Executive Assistant at ConnectionHub. | support
the Executive Director in day-to-day operations and projects. Every day at CH is
unique - | have supported many different programmes and partnerships, spent time
getting to know students and their goals, and gained expertise in various T
programmes.

My academic history concluded in me achieving a Distinction in Migration and
Development Studies at the University of Sussex. During this time | studied many of
the hardships expenienced my displaced people, and this motivated me to dedicate
my career to supporting refugees and asylum seekers in challenging circumstances.
CH's mission resonated with me, as someone who has worked in education before
and understands not only its importance but the importance of it being delivered to
a high standard.”

Want to get involved? Check out our website to find out more:

hit . Lk
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M Study with us!
'We run a range of great courses for refugees and asylurn seekers. Whether you want
to secure a secondary education diploma, pursue higher education or enter the job
market, our online courses are designed to support you.

If you're interested in becoming a student at ConnectionHub, check out our website
for more information about our programmes of study: https k
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At ConnectionHub, we believe that education should be accessible to all, We
provide educational opportunities to those who have been affected by displacement
and support them with their next steps = @

Looking for a way to get invalved? You can support our mission by sponsoring a
student. Find out more: | Ja3hczA

Support Our



Work

Help us provide education for those
affected by displacement.

At ConnectionHub, we provide educational
opportunities to refugees in
order to help them move forward.

Sponsor a student
to support this vital work.
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“Refugees in camps all over the world have no access to education, whether their
aim is to assimilate to a new country, start their own business, or carry on existing
degrees.’

Check out Felicia Whiteley's post, ‘Education For All: Why Is It So Important?, to
read mare about why enabling refugees to access education is so vital:

mu by Aaron Burden on Unsplash
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Looking to start your own business? BusinessReady is an exciting opportunity for
refugees to develop the skills needed to launch a successful business. Our
BusinessReady courses will help you grow as a leader, improve your planning skills
and more,

Learn more about ConnectionHub's programmes, including BusinessReady, here:

hittos 3ait

m by Danielle Macinnes on Unsplash
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We're passionate about fighting inequality through education and giving everyone
the tools they need to succeed = @

Looking for a way to help make a difference? There are lots of ways to support our
work, whether you're looking to volunteer or sponsor a student.

Check out our website to find cut how you can get involved with ConnectionHub:

hitps INNE C It 1k

" STUDY TO CHANGE THE
FUTURE, NOT ONLY MINE
BUT FOR OTHERS AS
WELL"

Amir, IGCSE student
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@ It's #EarthDay! @
Today we're reminded of the significant role that climate change has played in the
Refugee Crisis.

Jo Davies reflects on this issue and many others in her blog post, "What Caused the
Refugee Crisis in Europe?. Read it here: hity bit T

mm by Jon Tyson on Unsplash




00 4

o} Mou apeos

ConnectionHub
A (PRI ]

[ zxého

&> Koweroinan

‘We befieve that everyone has a right to a great education and we're committed to
helping refugees overcome barriers to this.

Our UniversityReady Programmes allow refugee students to access the teaching and

support needed to enter a European university and pursue their ambitions,
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Want to learn more about UniversityReady? Find out more here:
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“We are in a state of migration and we have to wait a long time for our asylum
process to be completed. \We must not waste time and ConnectionHub is a great
opportunity to build capacity and get to the integration stage of the society.” -
Mariam, BusinessReady & WIC Student

This quote from Mariam highlights the crucial role that education plays in helping
refugees to rebuild, We help to equip our students with vital skills that will help
them as they move forward, whether that be finding employment, starting a

business or embarking on higher education.

Want to get involved with ConnectionHub? Check out our Volunteering
Opportunities on our website!




to wait a long time for
our asylum process to be
completed. We must not
waste time and

ConnectionHub is a
great opportunity”

MARIAM
BUSIN READY & WIC STUDENT

[ﬂ;l Mou apeast! D Iyohio a Kowomoinon
Q TPayTE Eva oxoMo... =8 &8 @
ConnectionHub

16 Ampukiouw 2021 -

According to data from UNHCR's report ‘Global Trends: Forced Displacement in
2019, 40% of displaced Individuals were children. What impact will this have on
thelr education and employment prospects in the future?

At ConnectionHub, we provide educational opportunities to refugees and support
them with their next steps. Learn more: httpsy//bit ly/22c3vA9

Source; United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, ‘Global Trends: Forced
Displacement in 2019' (2020).

#FridayFact #RefugeeCrisis #EducationforAll #Accesstotducation #EducationinCrisis
#education #careers #highereducation #employment #discoverundersk
sdiscaverunder kuk #discoverunder k #helprefugees #refugesswelcome

UNHCR data

' UNHCR, 'Global Trends: Forced

| Displacement in 2019' (2020)
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It's great ta see the impact that ConnectionHub has on our students. This quote
from Reza really reflects the heart of our arganisation: to champion
#EducationForAll a @

#hccesstoEducation #EducationinCrists #education #RefugeeCrisis #helprefugeas
#refugeeswelcome

"ConnectionHub is truly a
unique project. [...] | have
never seen an




organisation that has such
advanced education."

JobReady Student
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Have you checked out the ConnectionHub blog lately? Our brilliant bloggers have
written lots of insightful posts covering a range of topics including online learning,
education in lockdown and the Refugee Crisis,

Visit our blog: hitps./bitly/3s6Vipi

Interested in writing for us? You can become one of our freelance writers by visiting
the Volunteer Opportunities section of the ConnectionHub website.

mm by Mick Maorrison on Unsplash
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At ConnectionHub, our JobReady Programme is designed to help students develop
the personal and professional skills needed to enter the job market. From CV writing
and interview preparation to internships, this programme aims to support refugees
with finding employment,

Learn more about the JobReady Programme: hitps//bitly/3uGhbgl

wa Dy Scott Graham on Unsplash

arket #employment #tra eskills #RefugeeCrisis
on #Edu




0O:

Mou apéged! J xomo A Kowonoinan
X
* Tpenrte v OO @ (5

AR, ConnectionHub
Yé." 219

12 Amphior

ConnectionHub

[LEARNINB IN CRISIS]

& Crisis Management Association
== 121 -
Today we are delighted to announce our partnership with ConnectionHub

12 Ampihio

ConnectionHub is an organisation dedicated to helping refugees access online
educational cpportunities and develop new skilisets, through classes, mentoring
and seminars.

ConnectionHub is currently providing online Greek language classes for our
interpreters, who are working side by side with our Greek staff on a dally basis
These classes are deeply important as they provide the opportunity for our
refugee staff members 1o integrate into Greek society and bridge the
communication gap between the two communities. It atso provides the priceless
opportunity for our staff to keep learning and accessing education wherever
they go.

At CMA we strongly believe in positive community integration and fife long
fearning for all. We want o say a big thank you to ConnectionHub for helping us
to achieve this goal!
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Looking for some #mondaymaotivation to start the week? We hope this powerful
quote from Kiki, one of our UniversityReady students, will leave you feeling inspired!

#RefugeeCrisis #Educatio Il #AccesstoEducation #Educ risis #education
sdiscoverunderSk #discoverundertkuk #discov
srefugeeswealcome

"As a young refugee my dreams
were lost and | was living
hopelessly. Since | knew

ConnectionHub | am seeing light
in my way and | have the hope of
my future back."




UniversityReady Student

Q04

oy Mou apéost [ Ixoho A Kowomoinan
e Mpénpee dvo oyaMo =

ConnectionHub oy
AT u 2021 @

At ConnectionHub, we pride ourselves on the support students get from lecturers
and mentors throughout their journey, For some, this is the difference that
encourages them to persevere with plans to join higher education,

“I REALLY LIKE THE
TEACHING. I WANT TO
JOIN UNIVERSITY SO IT
WILL HELP ME A LOT"

GREEK LANGUAGE STUDENT, CRISIS MANAGEMENT ASSOCTATION
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challenges of the last year, and how we can help vulnerable communities progress
their education moving forward.




ign up to be a part of ConnectionHuby's mission 1o provide education for all
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Does this statistic shock you?

Imagine having your whole life uprooted, and finding yourself in a new country
limited opportunities to progress.

Whether our st
rospects or to
providing

dents’ aims are to complete univ
nd support in starting

rsity modules, expand their job
r own businesses, we are dedicated to

Sign up to support our mission: |

education
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We love this quote from Amir, one of our standardised secondary education (IGCSE)
students.

"I study to change the future” - we can't wait to see what he achieves!

Sign up to our mailing list here to support students like Amir



oh

“Studying gives me the
opportunity to fight back
against hardships in order to
get what | truly deserve,
| study to change the future,
not only mine but for others as
well”

Amir, standardised secondary
education student (IGCSE)
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‘We are so excited to announce our ongoing partnership with Crisis Management
Assodation.

‘Working to provide medical care to those displaced by conflict or disaster, CMA
strives for “positive community integration”, a goal close to our hearts,

‘We believe that mental health is a key facet of overall wellbeing, and that therefare
access to education can help support the health of refugees in difficult times

C.M.A

Crisis Management Association

L I
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Happy Tuesday! We are delighted to announce we will be continuing our
partnership with One Happy Family @ohfcommunitycenter

OHF focus on building autonomy and independence for those on Lesvos, working
with refugees to determine which projects will most bepefit the community.
Together, we aim to provide education, dignity and stability, and the hope for a
brighter future.




One Happy Family
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ConnectionHub is launching a six weeks online business/entrepreneurship training
starting on the 5th of April.

The training is going to be 5 hours a week,

Mondays: entrepreneurship, pitching, market research, product market fit etc
Tuesdays: business plans and finance

‘Wednesdays: business English

Thursdays: sales

Fridays: Greek economy and starting up in Greece.

They will also have guests to help navigate the business and freelancing
(registration) bureaucracy in Greece.

Sessions will be recorded and will be accessible on demand

How to register 7 On ‘W

. nub.org.uk by selecting ‘BusinessReady’ as
the programme of choice.
‘When? This week is the final call for registrations.

‘What do you need to become a student? A rough business idea as well as go
through a 1-1 registration interview.

FxAMELG

For more info: hitp

Businassﬂaadv

i Entrepreneurship le

Starts: Sth of April 21
Delivery: Online

Duratio weeks
Schedule: § hours o week
Mo-Fri
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How gorgeous are these designs from our student Masoumeh? She took our course
'How To Get Into The Fashion Industry - Farsi’, and we are blown away by the results.

ConnectionHub is all about improving lives through education, and we're so glad
that Masoumneh found this class so useful - and is fooking forward to creating her
cellection!

Tailored cuts and vibrant colours? Watch out, we think we might have the next
Givenchy on our hands...

list to support more of our students like Masoumeh:

Sign up to our mailin
: P

hittp:/
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As the UK's #iockdown restrictions begin to ease, and schools have been back a
couple of weeks, we've been thinking about the impact of online education - it has
pros, as well as cons!

Click to read Ella’s blog on the subject: ht rF0Sg

mm Dy @sickhews
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‘What's in a name? Ours is about removing barriers to education, connecting people
to resources that make their lives better,

This is one of our favourite quotes from one of our students, Kiki, and helps
motivate us to keep working towards a better future and =e stionforal

If you want to make a difference to the lives of refugees like Kiki, sign up to our
email list here: htty
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esday ! We're on # e55 challenge

- taking a yoga break

#¥oga can both stretch out your body and calm your mind, making it a great
lockdown lunchbreak! Why not try it out and get back to your desk refreshed?



You can still sign up to get our 30 Days of Happiness here

mm by Jared Rice
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Have you signed up to get our 30 Days of Happiness cheat sheet yet? One of our
favourite ideas was to leam five new words or phrases in a new fanguage - so here
are some to start you off!

Arabic: &y Ml ahlaan bik) - Welcome

French: De rien - You're welcome/1t's nothing!

Greek: yew oag (geia sas) - Hello!

Somali: Magacaygu waa - My name is..

Spanish: Me gustarfa - | would like...

‘What are your favourite phrases to leam when you go to a new place?

To see the rest of our cheery suggestions, sign up here: hitp://bitly/38Y4Ec0

mm Dy Priscilla Du Preez
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It's International Day of Happiness! We realise the world has been a bit full of doom
and gloom recently, so we've made a 30-day cheat sheet full of things to boost your
moad.

Click here to sign up to our mailing list and make your manth full of joy:
hitp://hit YAECD @

m by Jordan Cormack

yatHa
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It's been a busy week for us here at ConnectionHub! We have another new program
launch - Farsi Web Design!

Inan increasingly digital world, web design is a great skill to possess, and IT isan
area many refugees struggle to break into.

Our aim is to ensure that refugees have as many options for future employment in
their host countries as possible - in areas they are interested in, and can excel at.

‘What other skills do you think are crudial for careers these days?

Read more: https

ma by @domenicoloia
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You guessed it! Our Arabic Customer Service program is up and running from Friday

b Ua] one and all! From learning the principles behind customer service to
delving into the psychology of it all, this course aims to support budding
entreprensurs and marketers,

Read more: https

bhOKel
mm by Clay Banks
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‘What's your favourite thing about education? As students all over rhe UK head back
to school and university, we're pondering the importance of # T
on the blog.

Read more;
w by Jaredd Craig

o #Charity #
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“There is a dissociation between people being refugees and human beings. In
countries like the UK, vitriol and nationalist rhetoric have fortified prejudice against
refugees and asylum seekers”, But what caused the refugee crisis in Europe?

Read all about it in our latest blog: an L}vervr(:w of 1he causes - and the responses -
to the refugee crisis in Europe. :

. by ir
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It's # dBookDay2021 | We believe that words can change the world, so we've
rounded up our top five books about the #refugeesexpe - from Malala
Yousafzai's beautiful #WeaAreDisplaced to Khaled Hosseini's haunting #5eaPrayer ,
Have any books challenged your perspective lately? Comment and let us know!

Read more about our faves: hitps
mm by @eddrobertson
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Yesterday was Zero Discrimination Day, and over on our blog we've been talking
about why discrimination is such a relevant and important topic in 2021.

Read more: |
Photo by Tanjir Ahmed Chowdhury

32 IC Tk

anring #fundraising
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Read our latest blog, The Power of Art, which delves into the importance of art asa
form of expression and its therapeutic benefits for refugees. Link in bio.

If you love art and want to be help refugees access advanced education, join
Students Without Borders and get involved in our first campaign, Students 4
Students: Online Classes, were you can run online classes to raise money for
refugees! Sign-up link in bic,

OIJ
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We're excited to announce the launch of our first Students Without Borders
campaign, Students 4 Students: Online Classes, 545 allows students to support
ConnectionHub's work from their own bedrooms! Run your own online class, collect
ticket donations and fundraise for refugees access to advanced education.

Read our latest blog for more details on our first campaign launch, link in bio.

To get involved sign-up to become a Students Without Borders member, link in bio,

lucationincrisis #

Igees

entsdstudents

STUDENTS

STUDENTS
Online |
Clas

©:
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Today is the the International Day of Women and Girls in Science, A day that
highlights the gender disparities in in science and technology, and which celebrates
the amazing contributions women have made to science over the years,

Read our blog on the importance of education in bridging the gender gap in the
sciences, especially for refugees, and the impact this has on their ability to integrate.

o
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Read our latest blog, ‘Take strength from the hard times," a reflaction on hardship
and human nature, written anonymausly by one of our refugee students. Link in bio,
Photo by Caleb Gregory

#refugees #a

D:
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It's Student Violunteer Week this week! A week that celebrates all the amazing ways
students volunteer for their local and interational communities.

If your looking for volunteer opportunities join our campaigning group Students
Without Borders, and volunteer for refugees access to education! Sign up through
the link in our bio

ntvolunteerweek #stu

g
anglear

STUDENT



o Mou apégs I IxdMo

ConnectionHub

(%]

5 ways to help refugees during lockdown,

Our new blog post is up on ways you can still do your part to help retugees while
we're stuck in lockdown!

Link is in bio.

akr' a look at the great organisations we mention in the blog:

creditdrefugees

@choosefove

@teesofsolidarity

@mercityofsanctuary

Photo by Moorulabdeen Ahmad

5 WAYS TO HELP o=
REFUGEES DURING
LOCKDOWN

c Y
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‘We've launched!

Cur student-led, grassroots campaigning group Students Without Borders has
officially launched. We're excited to announce our first campaign - Students 4
Students: Online Classes. Run your own online class, collect ticket donations and
fundraise for refugees access to advanced education - all from your bedroom!

Join Students Without Borders and get invalved with the Students 4 Students
campaign. Sign-up through our website and join our Students Without Borders
Facebook group! Links in bio
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‘So, let us introduce you to the students. Although they come from a wide range of
backgrounds, they are united in their desire to learn.

‘Welcome to ConnectionHuly's new students! Read about them and their future plans
in our latest blog, 'Students start their high school journey with ConnectionHub,

Lirik iry xieo,
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Meet Mouctar, one of our Students of the Season!
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27 kavovopicu 2021 -
Three reasons why you should become a Student Without Borders,
Our new blog post is up on reasons why you should start campaigning for refugees!
Link in bio.
Become a member of Students Without Borders now - link in bio alsot

#refugees #accesstoeducation #charity #campaigning

#fundraising #lesbos #lesvos #asylumseekers #lifelonglearning #educationincrisis #
education #volunteering #valunteer #job #helprefugees #refugesswelcome
#ockdown #lockdown3

[+
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Today is the International Day of Education. Education is a fundamental human
right. As stated by @malala, Noble Prize winner, education activist and refugee,
education has the power to change people's lives; access 1o education provides
people with a secure future and sense of self.

The UN estimates that over 4 million children and youth refugees are out of
education. This problem continues into adulthood, with many mature refugees
missing significant gaps in their education due to displacement and uncertainty. The
education deficit experienced by refugees creates further barriers to meaningful
employment and a fulfilling life.

At ConnectionHub, we aim to empower refugees on the island of Lesbos through
providing access to advanced education programs. If you want to support our
students and ConnectionHub's work, join our grassroots campaigning group,
Students Without Borders. Link in bio!

#internationaldayofeducation #internationaldayofeducation2020 feducation
seducationday #IDOE #UN #refugees #accesstoeducation #charity #campaigning
#fundraising #lesbos #lesvos #asylumseekers #lifelongleaming #educationincrisis #
education #volunteering #volunteer #job #helprefugees

“THE CONTENT OF A

s ' BOOK HOLDS THE
— POWER OF

-v. EDUCATION AND IT IS

& WITH THIS POWER
THAT WE CAN SHAPE
OUR FUTURE AND
CHANGE LIVES™
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Meet the team
Meet Danielle!

1. Tell us briefly about yourself and your role at ConnectionHub

I'm a writer and editor but recently took a career break to do a master's degree in
Urbanisation and Development (1 can highly recommend career breaks, by the
wayt). At ConnectionHub I'm a mentor on the new, and super-important Women in
Crisis Leadership Programme,

2. Why did you want to get involved with ConnectionHub?

Honestly, it's a brilliant cause. The education deficit experienced by refugees is really
concerning. Skills and leaming play such a fundamental role in people’s livelihoods,
wellbeing and sense of agency.

3. What do you enjoy about being on the team?

As part of the volunteer mentor team, | love how we're all figuring it out together.
It's a new experience for some of us and everyone is monumentally generous in
sharing advice. It's also gratifying being involved in the early days of a new
organisation and having that sense that you are contributing to something so
worthwhile that is developing so fast.

Take a look at our website for volunteering and campaigning opportunities
#refugees #EdL
nd
#charity #
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Campaign for refugees access to education!

12 lenvens

'We know lockdown can be difficult. Why not do something positive during this
lockdown and support ConnectionHub's work by joining our grassroots
campaigning group, Students Without Borders. Help us provide refugees with high
quality education that enables them to gain employment and lead fulfilling lives,
‘We're officially launching on the 1st Feb, but sign up now to get first access to our
exciting new group, Link in bio

#refugees

campaigning
ekers #if tonincrisis #

ckdown3
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&5 #lockdowr
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Campaign with us!

‘Want to do something positive and impactful during this lockdown? Get involved
with ConnectionHub's work and help us provide refugees with high quality
education by joining our grassroots campaigning and fundraising group Students
Without Borders. We're officially launching on the 1st Feb, but sign up now to get
first access to our exciting new group. Link in bio

Campaign for
refugees
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We want to say big thank you far your generous donations to our Christmas
campaign “The Gift of Education™! With your support we have been and will be able
to continue to provide quality education 1o all our students

|f you were unable to donate this Christmas, there are still ways you can get
involved with ConnectionHub's work. Click the link in our bio to become part of our
grassroots campaigning team Students Without Borders, which officially launches in
February!

Thanks again from everyone at ConnectionHub!




[J Ixorwo A Kowomeinan

ConnectionHub

(5]

A reflection on 2020
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@ We support displaced people to develop the skill
and confidence needed for decent work and
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Happy Mew Year from everyone at ConnectionHub! 2020 has been a difficult year to

wwtoypmpkq say the least. and we're excited to see it come to a close.
If you want to start 2021 on a positive note, why don't you join our new grassroots
R 2 A A ? campaigning team: Students Without Borders, which officially launches in a month,
ot & 3 5
m‘&’ SR x 3 é Volunteer as much or as little time as you want and still make an impact on the lives
. : fyrnes b Wl A of refugees on the island of Lesbos.
hot= l '8 ] L4 Do something great in 20211
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We love this quote from Amir, one of our standar...
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